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BISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

BY H. W. BECKWITH. 

THs* part of Illinois now known as Vermilion county was orig- 
inally a port.ion of S e w  France. It, together with all the immense 
territory lying west of t,he Alleghanies and north of the Ohio, be- 
longed, by right of discovery and occupation, to the King of France 
from the pear 1682 to 1763. During this time, for administrative 
purposes, Xew France was divided into two immense districts, the 
one known as Canada and the ot'her as Louisiana, and at one period 
prior to li4.5 the division line of the " Illinois count,ry " began on 
the Wabash, at the mouth of the Vernlilion River, thence nol-thwest 
to La Salle's old fort on the Illinois River, a few miles a b o ~ e  Ottawa. 
Morth of t,his line was Canada; south of it, and west of the Wabash, 
was Lo?cisiana. At  that time the county seat for that part of Ver- 
milion county south of the line named was Fort Chartes. Korth of 
this line the country was governed from the Post of Detroit; and if 
a French trader, then living along the Vermilion Eiver, wished to 
get married to an Indian girl, he would have, in the absence of a 
nearer parish priest, to go either to Fort Chartes or Detroit, if he 
wished to lawfully celebrate the ceremony. The? seldom went to 
this trouble, however. 

At the conclusion of the French colonial war in 1763 the country 
eastward of the Mississippi and west of the illleghanies was ceded 
to Great Britain, and this power held and exercised dominion over 
it for some fifteen years, through an organization or board known 
as "The Lords Cornlnissioners of the Council of Trade and Planta- 
tions," or '' Lords of Trade. :: While t.he revolutionary mar was in 
progress? the western country: by the capture of Easkaskia and 
other settlements within its borders, fell, in 1775, into the hands of 
Virgi~a, through the conquest of Gen. George Rogers Clark and 
his soldiers, citizens of that state. After this Vermilion became a 
Part of '' Illinois county, " in the State of Virginia. Our own gov- 

a 
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306 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

ernment acquired title to the northwest by deeds of cession from 
Virginia, together with releases from Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
New Pork, of such claims as these states might have had to parts 
of it under their old charters from the British crown. afterward, 

I- P and under the ordinance of I r 8 r ,  passed by congress for its govern- 
ment, the country became known as "The territory of the United 

'States northwest of the River Ohio.?' I n  the year 1800 the territorS 
was divided; when that part of it lying west of a line drawn from 
the mouth of the Kentucky River to Fort Recorery-the old battle- 
field of St. Clair's defeat, in the edge of Mercer county, Ohio, four 
miles -east of the Indiana state line-thence north to the British 
possessions, was named and governed as '' The Indiana  erri it or^"; 
the capitol at Vincennes. I n  the formation of counties, b~ virtue of 
the proclamation of Gen. Harrison, as governor, issued on the 3d 
day of February, 1801, a part of Vermilion county lay in the county 
o f ' ~ n o x ,  and the other portion in St. Clair, the same as sections of 
it were formerly in Canada and Louisiana, with the difference that 
the line established by Gov. Harrison split our county by a nearly 
north and south line, while that fixed, over half a century before, by 
Mons. Vaudreuil, governor of New France, divided it in an oppo- 
site direction. Again, in 1809, after the Illinois Territory had been 
formed off' of the Indiana Territory, by a line running from the 
mouth of the Ohio up the Wabash to Vincennes, thence north to the 
British Possessions, and when Nathaniel Pope, acting as governor, 
issued his proclamation on the 28th day of April, 1809, reforming 
the boundary lines between the counties of Randolph aud St. Clair, 
and that portion of Knox lying west of the territorial line, Ter- 
milion county fell wholly within the county of St. Clair. Our C O U ~ ~ T  

seat by the change was now Cahokia, on the west side of the state, 
opposite the lower suburbs of St. Louis. B t  this time had any per- 
son living within the present limits of Vermilion a deed he &- 
sired to record, it would have required a journey of nearl~ two 
hundred miles, and no little skill in finding the way to the county 
seat. 

Two years before Illinois was admitted as a state into the Union 
the county of Crawford was formed, and at that time Vermilion 
county was a part of its territor~~. Here, in the round of changes, 
our new county seat mas shifted back across the state to the b a d s  
of the Wabash, at Palestine, situated at the mouth of Mo& 
Creek, where in IS13 was a block-house, called Fort La that 
stood on the extreme northern limit of settlements in eastern Illi- 
nois. 
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. In 1519, the year after Illinois was . made B state, the county of . 

Clark was formed off the northern part of Crawford, with the county 
seat established some miles- higher up the Wabash, at a place called 
~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ,  which in turn became the county seat of all that region 
bordering on the Indiana line, and extending north as far as the Illi- 
nois and Kankakee Ricers. 9 s  it was when Vermilion county was 

part of Cla,rk, and while Aurora was the county seat? that the first 
permanent settlelnent was begun within t,he present limits of Ver- 
milion, we will defer further reference to the forniation of counties 
in the chain of succession until we have noticed the incoming of the 
first pioneers. 

It was f i r  and salt that first attracted at,tention of white people 
in this direction. 

Prior to this da,te, the tit,le of the Indians chiming the country 
along the waters of the Vermilions had not been wholly extinguished. 
At the treaty concluded at St. Mary's, Ohio, on the 2d of October, 
1818, between Jonathan Jennings, Lewis Cass and Benjamin Parke, 
commissioners of the United States, and the Pvttawatornie nation of 
India,ns, 9ie-te-a-" Kiss me, " h7e-sis-' ' The Sun, " To-pin-ne-bee, 
Pe-so-tein, and thirty other principal chiefs of that tribe, ceded the 
following tract of country : 'i Beginning at the mouth of Tippecanoe 
River, and running up the sa.me to a point twenty-five miles in a 
direct line from the Wabash Eiver ; thence on a line as nearly paral- 
lel to the general course of the Wabash Rirer as practicable, to a 
point on the Vermilion Eiver twent-five miles from the Wabash 
Rirer; thence down the Vermilion Eiver to its m o u t h  thence up 
the Wabash Ricer t.o the place of beginning." Bj- t,he second arti- 
cle of this treaty the United States agreed to purchase an>- just claim 
which the hzck-qoos might have to any part of the ceded country 
below Pine Creek. The next year, by the treaty of Edwardsville, 
concluded on the 13th of July, 1 ~ 1 9 ,  the latter tribe ceded a large 
section of count,ry between the Illinois PI,iver and the Wabash, in- 
clusive of that ceded by the Pottawatornies, arid which is more par- 
ticularly described in the chapter on the Kickapoos, and will be 
found on page 167 of the general history. Immediately following 
this latter treaty, another treaty was concluded on the 30th of 
August, 1819, at Fort Harrison, between the United States, through 
its commissioner, Benjamin Parke, a,nd that particular tribe or band 
who: in this treaty, described themselves as " T h e  chiefs, warriors 
and thead men of  thi tribe of Xickapoos o f  the Vermilion, in which, 
to the end that the United States might be enabled to fix with other 
hdians a boundary between their respective claims, these Kickapoos 
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described the country to which they had a rightful claim as follows: 
Beginning at the northwest corner of the Vincennes tract 

the General History, page 167, for the location of the Encennes 
tact,--" thence westerly to the boundary established by a treaty 
with the Piankashaws on the 30th of December, 1505." This line. 
runs north seventy-eight degrees west from the northwest corner of the 
Vincennes tract to the ridge that divides the waters flowing into the 
Wabash from the streams that drain directly to the M i s ~ i s s i ~ ~ i ,  i r t o  

the dividing ridge between the waters of the Ernbarras and Little 
Wabash ; thence by the said ridge to the sources of the Vermilion 
River ; thence by the said ridge to the head of Pine Creek ; thence 
by said creek to the Wabash Eiver ; thence by the said river to the 
mouth of the Vermilion Eiver, and thence b>- [UP] the Vermilion 
and the boundary heretofore established to the place of beginning," 

This treaty was signed by TPah-GO-haw, " The Grey Fox ':; Ki&- 
e-mah-paw, Big Bear " ; Te-cuIm-the-na, " Track in the Prairie "; 
Ye-le-che-ah, " The Panther "; iiac-a-ca-naw (none of the treaties to 
which this chief was a party give the signification of his name); Xi- 
an-eh-ka,-ka or hiz-an-a-kuck, " The Drunkard's Son," as he was 
first called, or '' The Prophet," a name which he assumed after he 
reformed and becarne a religious teacher ; Pa-koi-dee-can, or '' The 
Flour, " and whom the French called :' La Ferine. " 

However singular these narries may appear to us, doubtless the 
parties to whom they belonged were men of distinction during the 
time they owned and lived within the territory they relillquished. 
We have mentioned in the General History, page 164, the fact of the 
Kickapoos having ceded the tract of conntry between the Vermilion 
and the mouth of Raccoon Creek, below Newport, Indiana, and ex- 
tending from the Wabash westward some fifteen miles. In  an address 
delivered by the writer before the Historical Society in May, 18.78, it 
was stated that a history of our county would not be complete un- 
less it went back of the time when the settlements began ; that the 
mind would constantly recur to the unwritten chapter, would go back 
Zeyohd the recollection of the ' olclest inhabitant,' and busy itself 
with the inquiries, Who first explored this part of our countr~'2- 
Who owned it before the United States acquired it Z Who were the 
aboriginal proprietors ? What were their tribal names ?l where 
were their villages located " ' T h e s e  questions the writer has en- 
deavored to answer-in the General History preceding that of the 
County History in this volume. One other topic in which the write* 
supposed the citizens of this locality would be interested was as to 
when and how our government extinguished the Indian titles to 
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the lands drained by the Vermilion River and its tributaries. This -- 
last pestion has now been answered. 

In less than a month after the treaty at Fort Harrison, August. 
1819, the Vermilion River was explored. The inducement was the 
h o ~ e  of discovering salt. I t  appears, Gom an aflidavit made to - 

Joieph Barron, who for many 
years was Ben. Harrison's in- 
terpreter, and well versed in 
the dialects of all the Indian 
~ b e s  who lived, hunted or 

to own the lands wa- 
tered by the TITabash and the 
streams flowing into it, that he 
was at the '' Vermilion Salines " 
as early as the year 1801. He 
further made oath that he wa,s 
again at the sa,me " salt spring, 
situated on the Big Vermilion 
River, on the north side, about 
one md a half miles above the 
old 'Kickapoo town,' and about 
fifteen or eighteen miles fisom 
the Big Wabash Eiver, in the 
county of Clark, state of Illi- 
nois, on the S2d day of Septemb 
Bona, Zachariah Cicott" [as w 

.JOSEPH BARRON. 

er, 1819, in company with Lambert 
.e know the name, or Shecott, as 

spelled by the justice of the peace who wrote a,nd verified the affi- 
da.rits to which Bona, Cicott and Barron had sworn before him on 
on the 6th of December, 18191, '' and Truman Blackman, together 
with four Shawnee Indians whom he [Barron] had hired and paid to 
go with him and show him minerals, salt springs, etc." 

The occasion of these aftidavit.~, with serera,l otllera of which the 
writer obtained copies from the archives at! Springfield, was that tthe 

- 

legislature had previously passed a liberal law to encourage the dis- 
covery and development if saline water? by the terms of which any 
person making such discoveries should hare the exclusive right to - 
ma~nufactu~ salt %<thin a given area. Conflicting claims arose di- 
rectly as to tlie rights of serera.1 parties, and it was several years 
before they were finally adjusted, and the 1et.ters and aEdavits sent 
in to Goc. Bond fronl the cont,est,ants afford reliable dates and other 
interesting matter relating to ' b  the first settlement of the county." ' 

- - 
The parties returned, and Capt. Blackman organized a second 
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expedition without the knowledge or sanction of Barron. His pa*y 
consisted of himself, his brother - Remember Blackman - George 
Beckwith, Seymour Treat, Peter Allen and Francis Whitcomb. They 
crossed the Wabash at the mouth of Otter Creek in the latter pa* of 

October, and struck out in a northwest course through the timber 
. and prairies, keeping the direction with a small pocket compass, un- 

til they arrived at a stream supposed to be the Big Vermilion, about 
twenty-five miles, as they inferred, from the Wabash River. Bere 
they encamped on the 31st of October, 1819. . . .  Capt. Blackman 
pointed out a srnooth spot of low ground from twenty to thirty rods 
across where he said there was salt water. There was no veget.ation 
growing upon the surface, and no traces of people ever having been 
there, " except,"- says Peter Allen in his affidavit,-" in some few 
places where the Indians had sunk curbs of bark into the soil for the 
purpose of procuring salt water." 

Capt. Blackman ;set two or three men to work with spades, and by 
digging two or three feet into the saturated soil saline water was pro- 
cured. This was boiled down in a kettle brought along for that p~;- 
pose. About two gallons of water yielded four ounces of good 
clear salt. An experimental well was dug a few rods from the former, 
where the brine was much stronger. It was agreed by Capt. Black- 
man that  rea at, Whitcomb and Beckwith should be partners in the 
discovery of the salt water, and each pay his portion of the ex- 
penses. Beckwith and Whitcomb were left in charge to hold pos- 
session against the intrusion of other explorers, and to go on derel- 
oping the saline water, while t,he others returned to Fort Harrison 
and procured a team, tools and provisions, with a view to future ope- 

' rations. I n  the latter part of November, 1819, Treat returned, com- 
ing up the Wabash and Vermilion rivers in a pirogue, wit.h tools, 
provisions, his wife and children. With the assistance of BecLmith 
and Whitcomb -both good axmen-a cabin mas quickly erected 
and Treat's family took immediate possession. In  this way and at 

this place began the first permanent settlement within the present 
limits -of Vermilion county. Mr. Treat's farnily suffered all the pri- 
vations incident to their situation. Their nearest neighbors mere on 
North Arm Prairie, some fort? miles away. The old Kickapoo town, 
a mile below their cabin, was deserted. The fence inclosing the 
cornfield had tumbled to the ground. Weeds rankled where formerly 
the Indian squaw had hoed her corn and cultivated her squashes. 
year later, Treat, writing to the governor, says c c  tha.t his familyhad 
remained on the ground ever since their arrival, except one who has 
fallen a victim to the sufferings and privations which they have had 

4 
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to endure, in a situation so remote from a settled country, without 
the means of procuring the ordinary comforts of life." 

capt. Blackman, it seems, did not do as he agreed. Instead of 
making an application to the governor in the name of Barron and 
the other parties interested, he look the lease, or permit, in his own 
name. The other parties complained and their own claims 
to the governor, in numerous affidavits and letters, and it was some 
three rears before the dificulties were finally adjusted. In  the mean- 
time several wells were sunk, one of them by Beckwith and Whit- 

at their own expense, to the depth of fifty feet, mostly by drill- 
ing through solid rock. The salt was excellent in quality, purity and 
,bength. Great expectations were raised as to the benefit that mould 
accrue t,o the people of the Wabash Valley from t,hese salt works. 
The writer has before him a letter addressed, on the 8th of June, 
1820, by James B. McCall, from TTincennes, to GOT. Bond, in which 
the former says, " the people of the eastern section of your state are 
very anxious that the manufact,ure of salt might be gone into. Ap- 
pearances at the Vermilion salines justify- the belief that salt may be 
made north of this suEcient for the consulnption of all the settlers 
on the Wabash, and much below the present prices. Nearly all of 
the salt consumed above the mouth of the Wabasll is furnished by 
Kentucky, and the transportation so far up streams materially en- 
hances the price, and in the present undeveloped state of the country 
as to money, prevents a majority of the farmers .from procuring 
the quantity of this necessary article that their stock, etc., requires." 
On the 13th of December, 1832, the conflicting clainiant.~, or as- 
signees of: them, settled their differences at Vandalia before Gov. 
Bond, in an agreement which defined the sha,res of each. During 
this and the following year the manufacture of salt wa,s increased. 
Sothing, however, was done ori a scale equal to the demands until 
'in 1824, and a,fter John W. Vance obtained possession of the salines. 

' In the spring of 15% vance brought twentyfour large iron kettles 
from Louisville, in a batccu, down the Ohio, up the Wabash and Ver- 
milion to the mouth of St,ony Creek, about four niiles southeast of . 

Dandle. The water being low and the cllannel obstructed by a sand- 
bar at the iqouth of the creek, the boat was abandoned, and the ket- ' 
ties hauled from thence to the salt works bv ox teams. Soon after 
this the number of kettles was increased t,o eighty, holding a hun- 
dred and forty gallons each. The? were set in a double row in a 
furnace constructed of stone at the bench of the hill near the wells. 
Ahrindred gallons of brine was required to make a bushel of salt, 
and from sixty to eighty bushels was a good week's run. The salt 
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sold readily at the works for from $1.25 to $1.50 per bushel. Much 
of it was taken down the river in pirogues to supp!y the country 
below. A great deal was taken away in wagons, and much of it in 
sacks on horseback by persons who were too poor to own a team, 
It was not an unusual occurrence to see people at the " worksu from 
the settlements at Buffalo, Hart and Elkhart Groves, from the Sari- 
gamon and Illinois Rivers, and from the neighborhood of Rockville 
and Rosedale, 1ndian.a. I n  those days, says A h .  H. A. Coffeen, in 
an excellent little volume issued by him in 18'70, and which is the 
pioneer history of our country, "the motto seemed to be more 
wagon roads to the salt works." 

The discovery of enormous quantities of brine upon the ga- 
nawha River; and the completion of a government pier at the 
mouth of the Chica,go Creek, making a practical harbor so that 
vessels on the lake could safely enter there, created a competition 

- 

that put an end to the further manufacture of salt in Vermilion 
county. The works after this were a loss to every one who under- 
took to run them. They were abandoned, and the long row of 
buildings that had grown up in palmier days became vacant. For 
many -years afterward the sole occupant was a singular old lady 
whom the people called " Mother Bloss." She lived all alone. 
spending her time in knitting or in boiling a little salt at the old 
furnace when the weather was pleasant, and would bring the pro- 
ducts of her industry to town and barter them for sugar, coffee, 
snuff and such other little luxuries as her limited means would 
allow. 

Nothing now remains of the old salt works except the furrowed 
hillside, where some of the furnace stones point above the overlay- 
ing grass, and a few depressions in the ground that mark the posi- 
tion of several of the wells. They are situated over half a mile 
west of the crossing of the middle fork, in the bottom, near the 
north bank of the salt fork, and between the cultivated fields and, 
the river. The Indians told Mati. Vance that they and the French 
traders-had made salt at these springs for at lea,st seventy or eighty 
gears before they were developed by the white people and the old 
Indians said they had no recollection of the time, it was so long ago 
since their people first cominenced making salt there. The well- 
worn trails of buffalo a,nd other wild a,nimals were found conyerg- 
ing to this brakish ooze from Inany directions, and the abundance 
of game that collected there to eat the salty ea,rth is proven by the 
quantity of broken- arrow-heads which have been found in this 
locality ever since the settlement of the country. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF' VERXILION COUNTY. 

The salt works were the nucleus of settlements in that vicinity, 
as they were, also, the beginning of the county. The next begin- 

ning, in the order of time, was made in 1890, by James D. Butler, 
who ((took up a claim," as squatting on a piece of land before it 
was or put in market was called, just west of Catlin. 
He was from Chittenden county, Vermont ; moved to Clark county, 
Ohio ; lived there six years, when, with two or three other persons, 
he came to Vermilion county. His  cabin was erected on the right 
hand side of the road leading from Catlin to t.he fair ground, and on 
the east sicle of the branch which still bears his name. H e  put in a 

and, in conipany with his neighbors, returned in the fall to Ohio. 
The next spring he brought out his family. His  neighbori would not 
come back with him ; they abandoned their L L  little beginning? " be- 
cause their families were afraid to submit themselves, so far from 
cirilization, to the inercy of the Indians, whose numerous bands 
were roanling over this country a t  that time. When Butler7s farn- 
ilv n~ored in, their nearest neighbor south was Henry Johnson, on 
t i e  Little Vermilion, while Treat's family, at. t,he salt works, with 
Whitcomb and the two Beckwiths, Dan and George, were their only- 
neighbors in that direction. Within two or three ;-ears Eobert 
Trickle came to Butler's Point, then John Light, and soon after 
Asa Elliott. Whitcomb t?ook a wife and went from the salt works 
to C'atlin, where he built a home aad lived for many years. 

At a later day, Butler, greatly prospered by his industry and 
thrift,, built a larger house-in fidct, a mansion. so considered at the 
he -ou t  on the prairie near the northeast portion of the pesen t  
Catlin fair-ground inclosure. The logs were square hewn ; the cor- 
ners of the building were cut even with the line of the walls. Butler 
was a man of good busil~ess capacity, and possessed a practical mind. 
This, with his good house and the accession of enterprising neigh- 
bors? soon illade (' Butler's Point " the focal center of the country 
man>- miles around. 

Sear Butler's house stood a large oak Oree, all alone, out well 
bepond the line of timber skirting the branch, where for years it had 
bid defiance to the annual prairie fire. It wa,s called '; Butler's lone 
tree," and mas a landmark and sentinel that served as a guide to 
tra~~elers crossing the prairies from the south and west. 
a Lewis Bailey, in 1823, made iz "tomahawk improrement,'-' as 

little clearings in t.he timber mere called in t,hose days. west of the 
salt works some six miles, on what is now known as a part of the 
old Eadclifie farm. Bailer sold out to Harvey Luddingt.on. who 
was well known in Danville, where he  lived since 18-38 until his 
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death within the past year. The branch near by became known to 
the early settlers as Lucldington's branch. It is now called stonJ 
Creek. Within a few years afterward a Mr. Walker opened. a farm 
higher up the creek, and the place became known as 
Point. " 

The facts narrated in reference to the early settlement at Butler)s 
a Point, and upon the Little Vermilion and Stony Creek, are produced 
' from a narrative given the writer by Annis Butler, daughter of Jas, 
D. Butler, afterward the wife of Marquis Snow, and after this the 
wife of Cyrus Douglas. Her reminiscences are quite lengthy, and 
were taken down in writing by the writer of this, at the time and 
substantially as related to him at her house in Fairmount, on the 
12th of August, 1876. The lady was in excellent health at the time, 
and exc-eedingly quick in both mind and body. Her recollection of 
events mas remarkable, and her faculty in relating the~n  minute and 
exact. She had always enjoyed excellent health, and time had dealt 
so gently wit11 her that her appearance betrayed no evidence of her 
age. The writer has been thus particular, that the reader m a j  gire 
proper credit to her statements wherein they differ fi-om the "recol- 
lections " of other " old settlers." She was born in 1805, and was 
about sixteen years old when she came to Catlin Township with her 
father. She lived in that part of the county until in March, 18.77, 
when she died at her home in Fairmount. Concerning her &st 

marriage, she says t,hat her husband, Marquis Snow, drove one of 
her father's teams when the family moved from Ohio to Illinois, 
and that her acquaintance with hirn began before that time. Xr* 
Douglas and his intended bride were at the salt works. She was 
there also, as was Marquis Snow. The grooinsman took their girls 
on horseback, each pony carrying two persons, the groom in front, 
the bride behind, following in single file along an Indian trail. leading 
from the salt works to Denmark. Dan and George ~eckwith: dressed 
in buckskin blouse, breeches and moccasins, brought up the rear on 
foot. Squire Treat's cabin was about fourteen feet square, built of 
small round logs. Douglas was mar~ied first, and then 3Iarquis and 
Miss Annis stood up, and joining hands, their marriage was nest 
duly solemnized. The ceremony of this double wedding was per- 
formed on the 27th day of January, 1825. I t  has been erroneously 
stated that these weddings were the first ever celebrated in ~'ermil- 
ion county. These were, perhaps, the first in this yurt of what is 
now known as Vermilion county. The?& Vermilion was a part, and 
only a small part, of Edgar county, and Squire Treat was one of the 
justices of the peace for the county of Edgar. Before laying a,$de 
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&s. Douglas's narrative, we will ext.ract two or three incidents 
, which she relates. They are unimportant in themselves, but will 

illustrate the necessities of society, and the condition of this part of 
the country at that time, and will assist the reader in drawing con- 
trasts betweell the " early days " and now. 

After Baily sold out to Luddington he cleared out to the "Illi- 
nois niver country," leaving his wife and two or three small children 
,t the salt works. The children were taken sick. The wife soon 
became ill, too. There was no other woman at the salt workslis: the 
men laboring there being all unmarried. Whitcomb took care of the 
sick bother and her children. With his own hands he did all their 
washing. No female help could be had. No doctors or drug stores, 
from where aid or medicines could be procured, were nigh. No food, 

as invalids require, could be procured. One by one the chil- 
dren, wasting away, day after day, died. No plank or lumber was 
to be had, and cofins were made out of rough boards, split from a 
walnut tree that grew a short distance fiom Butler's branch. In 
these rude caskets, roughly made by the men with such tools as they 
possessed, the bodies of the little ones were placed in the ground. 
The sick mother, unable to leave her coucl~. could drop no tear at  
the graves of her dear ones. There were none to mourn at the 
funeral,-no relatives, no friends, no minister,- only the sad faces 
of strong men inured to hardships, who silently performed the last 
rites. 

The walnut tree? says Mrs. Douglas, was called t he  " coffin tree." 
Xeighbors came fiom a long distance and rived boards from this 
tree. It was straight-grained, and slabs could be split off of it with 
litt,le difficulty. From such materid 2s  this mere formed the burial- 
cases of a number of the earl? -settlers. 

One spring, some two years before Mr. Snow's ~narris,ge, he was 
making sugar at the camp near the salt works, and as he xas  hauling 
sugar water from the trees to the camp on a " bob-sled," a panther 
came near him. He  motioned to  Lewis Bailey. who mas at t,he camp 
fire, to bring the rifle, but Bailey did not see him. All the while the 
panther xas eyeing Mr. Snow sharply; whenerer he mored, the 
panther would moce in t,lle sa.nie direction. He mounted a fallen 
tree, still trying to attract Bailey's attention. He  mas afraid to run, 
lestthe panther would spring upon him. The panther got npon the 
log himself, and followed Snow up as the latter slowly retreated, walk- 
ing backward upon the log and facing the crouching animal. At  last 
Mr- Snow gave a loud halloo, not daring to turn his eye away f h m  
the panther in the direction of the camp. His shout quickly brought 
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Bailey to his assistance, and frightened the panther away at the same 
time. No more sugar was made at that camp until the next gear. 

The Blackmans and Treat brought up a lot of hogs from Terre 
Haute to the salt works in 1520 or 1821, and turned them loose' in 
the moods, where they throve and multiplied astonishingly. The 
animals lived upon grass and the abundance of mast found in the 
timber. I n  time the hogs grew wild, and the males were dangerons, 
They spread their numbers many miles up the Middle Fork and salt 
Fork, and down the Vermilion below Danville. The round, plump 
form, the result of domestication, gave way as the animals bred back 
to a wild condition, and their bodies became tall and thin, their 
long, and their whole appearance grew so changed that they looked 
very little like civilized hogs. They became colnmon property in 
the woods, and were killed off as wild game. 

Leaving the narrative of Nrs. Douglas. the writer was told bJ 
Mr. Jackson, now living on the Lit,tle Vermilion, that these ]logs 
were so wild it was impossible to domesticate them. His people 
caught a large one, with dogs, and brought it  to Danville and-put it 
in a pen. I t  would eat no corn or any other food, but walked 
around the pen continually, chafing and frothing at the mouth, like 
the wildest beast he ever saw caged in a menagerie. Thus it walked 
and chafed and starved to death under the restraint of its confine- 
ment. Resuming Mrs. Douglas' narrative, this lady states that her . 

father in 1823 made the first mill, or " corn cracker," ever used either 
in Vermilion or Champaign counties. I t  consisted of a L'gum," or 
section of a hollow tree, some four feet long b two feet in diameter. 
Into this was set a stationary stone, selected with reference to as 
flat a surface as could be procured. The revolving burr, like the 
stationary stone, consisted of a granite boulder, or 'kigger head," 
as the old settlers called the stone, which are distributed freely over 
the ground everywhere. The stones were broken and dressed into a 
circular form, and the grinding surfaces were furrowed, so as to give 
them cutting edges, by Mr. Butler, with the aid of such tools as he 

\ could manufacture at his forge for the purpose. A hole was drilled 
on the upper side of the rotary burr, near the rim. Apole was 
inserted in this, and the other end placed into a hole in a beam 
some six - or eight feet directly above the center of the hopper. BY 
.taking hold of the pole with the hand near the burr, and exerting a 
" push and pull " movement, a rotary motion was given to the mill- 
Its capacity, with a lively, nluscular man as the motive power, was 
about one bushel of tolerably well cracked corn per hour. The corn 
was put into the gum with one hand, while the burr was revol-~ed 
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~ t h  the other. " I have," says Mrs. Douglas, "ground many a 
time on this mill, and so has Uncle Harvey Luddington." It served 
the wants of the settlement at Butler's Point until the water-mill. 

built on the north fork at Danville. Afterward it was taken to 
the " Big Grove," in Champaign county, by Mr. Trickle, where it 
did work for the whole neighborhood, then consisting of five or six 
families, among whom it  sustained its reputation as a good and reli- 
able mill. During the time this machine was the only "first-class 
,illv in the county, the nearest place where flour and good meal 

be was from the water-mill on Raccoon Creek, across 
the Wabash, below Montezuma. 

The yea.r before I was married to my first husband, continues 
Nrs. Duglass in her ~tat~ernent, he, in company with Seymour Treat, 
George and Dan Beckwith, went off " on a lark" to Chicago. The 
Indians had told them about Chicago, the trading post, and the 
tibig, big water," and the youno nmen were curious and determined ? 
to know for themselves how the country looked up that way. They 
had a little bacon and meal, an Indian pony to carry their provisions 
and blankets, and to help them over the streams, and a pocket com- 
pass. Thus equipped, they started. They got lost on the way, in 
the confusion of trails crossing the country ; however? they were put 
on the right trail by zn Indian whom they met. They got through 
pleasantly and safe enough, saw what was to be seen at Fort Dear- 
born, and returned. They had a first-rate time going up and re- 
turning which occupied the better part of two weeks. After the 
party had returned to the salt works, although they had gone one 
hundred and twenty-eight miles to Fort Dearborn, they might ha\-e 
traveled sixty miles farther north, and. if asked where they had 
been, might have replied, in truth, that they had not been outside of 
the county, for at that date Edgar county extended to the Wisconsin 
line. They slept out in the open air all. the way going and return- 
ing, except one night when they were the guests of a Pottawatomie 
chief, and an old acquaintance, at his village on the Iiankakee. The 
hdians trea,ted the travelers with the greatest kindness, giving up 
their skill blankets for them to sleep upon, while they themselves 
lay upon the bare ground. There were then no white men's houses 
between the salt works and Chicago, except Treat's cabin at Den- 
mark and Geurdon S. Hubbard's trading honse at the Iroquois. 

This was? perhaps, the first " free ? '  or " grand excursion " from 
Vermilion county to Chicago. The reader can draw the contrast: 
The% it was the Indian trail called '; Hub bard's trace, " over wild, 
 inhabited prairies, and terminating on the desolate sand-ridge 
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crowned with stunted oak trees: relieved in the distance by the white 
waslied barracks of Fort Dearborn, beyond which was a sluggish 
creek that meandered a devious course into Lake Michigan. N~ 
the trip is made on the cushioned seat of the railway ear, spec% 
in a few brief hours, all the way through cultivated fields 
thrifty villages, to the mighty city that has since arisen and become 
alike a pride and wonder of the west. 

In 1830 Henry Johnson and Absalom Starr began the nucleus of 

settlements on the Little Vermilion, some two miles west of George 
town. The writer has a copy of a letter addressed to William Lowerv 

J 7 

the member from Clark coullty in the Illinois legislature, from Henry 
Johnson, dated "AchiZZes township," November 22, 1822, in which 
he says that "he had a knowledge of the affairs of thi.3 towns/+ 
since October, 1820." From the text of the letter it is quite apoar. 
ent "Achilles township " embraced the whole territory of Clark 
county watered by the two Vermilions and extending as far north as 
the Eankakee. Thomas O'Neil opened up the so-called Caroaar 
Farm at " Brooks' Point" in 1821. A little later h e  settled on the 
Vermilion River. Capt. Achilles Morgan and his two daughters.- 
the one married to Henry Martin, the other to George Brock,- 
arrived at the salt works in 1821, all the way from Virginia. They 
passed down through " Brooks' Point," where they lodged one night 
in an Indian wigwam made of bark. Then they pursued their wa? 
to the south side of the Little Vermilion, about three miles west of 
Ge~rget~own, where they found a home. In  IS22 Mr. Dickson Will- 
iams and others extended the picket line of settlements still higher 
up the Little Vermilion. With them, or soon after, we hear of the 
Swanks, the McDonalds, Mr. McDowell and G. TV. Cassiday. F e  
might give other names, only in doing so we should encroach upon 
the field already covered by other writers, to whom were assigned 
the histories of the several townships, where the reader will find the 
names of the persons by whom and the order in which the several 
townships, respectively, were settled. The purpose in this connection 
is to show that the line of immigration into Vermilion countywas 
from the south toward the north. 

On the 3d of January, 1823, Edgar county was formed off of 
Clark, and by the fifth section of the act, passed on the 3d of Janp 
ary, 1823, for its organization, all that tract of country north of said 
Edgar county, to Lakg Michigan, was attached to the county of 
Edgar, for judicial purposes. Our county-seat was again changed! 
still working its way north. The first business transacted in the new 
county of Edgar was at the house of Jonathan Mayo, on the 
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Prairie. Shortly after this the seat of justice was located at 
Paris. The date of the report of the commissioners fixing the county 
gats js April 21, 1823. Amos Williams, late of Vermilion county, 
Wfis the surveyor who laid off the original town of Fa~tris 

Within the next three years the population along the Little Ver- 
milion and northward of that stream had increased sufficiently to 
justify the formation of another new county. Accordingly, by section 
one of the act of the 18th of January, 1836 (Laws of 1826-7, page 
jo), it was declared that all that tract of country within the following 
bounds, to wit : " Beginning on the state line between Illinois and 
Indiana, at the northeast corner of Edgar county [the act organizing 
Edgar county fixed its northern boundary by a line running east. and 
west'between townships 16 and 171, thence west with the line divid- 
ing townships 16 and 17 to the southwest corner of township 1'7 
north, of range 10 east; thence north to the northwest corner of 
township 22 north ; thence east to the Indiana state line ; thence 
south wit11 the state line to the place of beginning, should constitute 
a separate county, to be called Vermilion. " This description would 
strike off one tier of townships, or six miles, from the north end of 
the county, and extend its west line' about ten miles into Champaign. 
By the seventh section of the act referred to, all that tract of coun- 
try lying east of range 6, east of the 3d principal meridian and north 
of Vermilion county, as far north as the Illinois and Kankakee 
rivers, was attached to Vermilion county for judicial purposes." 

The attached territory embraced all of the country now occupied 
by Champaign, Iroquois and Ford counties, two tiers o f  townships 
on the east side of Livingston, two-thirds of the width of Grundy 
 count^ south of the Kankakee (which comprises more than half the 
area of that county), and nearly one and one half congressional 
tomships in the southwest corner of Will. This region was dis- 
posed of substantially in the following order : Iroquois county was 
formed in 1833, and by the terms of the act for its establishment, 
the old boundary line of Vermilion was extended six miles farther 
north, making the line where it 72024 is: Champaign county was 
stricken off by the act of February, 1833, by the terms of which 
Vermilion lost half of range 14, fractional range 11 and range 10, 
thus reducing the old limits of Vermilion countj- ten miles on the 
west in its entire length. Livingston county was organized in 1837, 
by which ten full townships and a half of two others was taken 
from Vermilion. Grundy was established in 1841, and by the act 
for its formation she acquired that portion of Vermilion which we 
have indicated. In  January, 1836, Will county was formed out of . 
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Cook and that portion of Iroquois between the present northern limit 
of Iroquois county and the Kankakee. After the fornlation of the 
several counties named, there still remained a remnant - a 2 boot- 
leg, " or " pan-handle7 " as it was called - of the old attached ter- 

- 

ritory. The " boot-leg " of this fragment consisted of a strip lfing 
between Iroquois and Will (or latterly Iiankakee county) on the 
east and ~ i v i n ~ s t o n  and Grundy on the west. I t  was only six miles 
in breadth and nearly fifty miles long. South of this was a block 
sixteen rrliles north and south, by eighteen miles east and west, with 
a LLtoew of two townships extending eighteen miles still farther 
east. The three northern townships of the boot-leg - Reed, Essex 
and Norton -were disposed of: The first went to Will and the two 
last to Kankakee county. The remainder was organized into the 
county of Ford in 1859. Our member in the legislature a*cted un- 
wisely, perhaps, in submitting to the loss of territory on the west 
side of the county in the organization of Champaign. The latter has 
the greater width of the two. The dismembered strip would hare 
always been valuable to Vermilion, while the people living in it 
could have been, in all probability, as well, if not better, accommo- 
dated had the old relations been retained. A small county has a 
correspondingly less influence in a conference, at a political conren- 
tion, state or congressional, and in the legislature, than the larger 

- 

and more populous ones, as little counties have, unfortunately, often 
learned to their cost. While Vermilion is by no means a small 
county as compared with Edwards or Ford, or many others in the 
state, still, when contrasted or coming in a collision with such coun- 
ties as Adams, Sangamon or McLean, her interests are apt to suffer. 
Hence it will be seen that Chicago, as well as all that territory lying 
north of the Kankakee, was never in, and formed no part of, Ver- 
milion county proper. True, while Vermilion was a part- of Edgz 
the latter did embrace all the territory south of the Wisconsin line. 
Before Vermilion county was organized, however, to wit, on the 
13th of January, 1895, Peoria county was fornlecl off of Pike, and 
took in all the territory north of the Illinois and ICanlialiee Rivers, 
from Indiana state line west to the boundary established by that act, 
between the old county of Pike and the new county of Peoria. The 
writer is aware that old settlers yet living would, if necessary, make 
their affidavits that Chicago was at one time in Vermilion C O U ~ ~ T ,  

and that William Reed, ,the sheriff, paid out of his own pocket. the 
taxes due from property-owners at Chicago rather than travel there 
to collect them, and that Harvey Luddington, having occasion to go 
to Chicago, was by Sheriff Reed to obtain the taxes due 
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in cook county. Mr. Luddington, H. Cunninghain and others have 
,fie* told the writer this story. The old settlers were doubtless 
correct in their statements as to the manner of payment of this tax; 
but they are mistaken as to the time; which could only have been 
between the years IS23 and 1825, while Cook was a part of Edgar, 
and before the formation of Peoria and Vermilion, during which 
period Mr. Reed was acting as sheriff of Edgar, and while Mr. Lud- 
din,ton and the others were citizens of that. county, though residing 
 thin the present lirnit,s of Vermilion. In those days new counties 
rere being organized with such rapidit>-, and the special laws were 
accessible to so few of the people, that a mistake such as the one 
here pinted out was quite likely to occur, particula+ where the 
narrators are speaking of past events with no data to refresh their 
recollections. 

B,J the second section of t,he act establishing Vermilion county, 
b i  John Boyd and Joel Phelps, of Crawford, and Samuel Prevo, of 
Clark county, were appointed com~nissiollers to meet at the house of 
Jdmes Bnt,lerl on the second Monday of March, then nest ; and, 
after taking oath for a faithful discharge of their trust, to examine 
for, and determine on, a place for the permanent seat of justice of 
the county, taking into consideration the convenience of the people, 
the situation of the settlements, with an eye to thefi6$ztre populat,ion 
and eligibility of the place.'? The act required that "the owners 
of the land selected as a county seat should donate and convey the 
same to the county in a quantity not less than twentj~ acres in a 
square form, and not more than twice as wide, to be laid off in lots 
and to be sold by the county commissioners for the purpose of erect- 
ing public buildings. I n  case of a refusal of the owner to donate 
the required ground, the commissioners were required to locate the 
countj--seat on the lands of some other person who would make the 
donation contemplated by the act. " 

an examination of t,he old private laws shows that it was a gen- 
eral custom in those davs for the Legislature to require a donation 
cf kinds as a condition for the location of county seats, believing 
that the people of the new county should share the profits of the 
Inckp land-owner. 

The act further provided that, in the event the  count^ seat was 
locat,ed withi11 the bounds of the Saline reservation on the Big Ver- 
milion Eicer- the Saline lands, by act of congress, had become the 
property of the state -the county colnmissioners should, as soon as 
practicable, purchase of the state the quarter or half section desig- 
nated for the use of the county. And the act further provided, sec- 
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tion 3, that LLall  courts should be held at the house of Jalnes Butler 
until public buildings were erected for the purpose, unless changed 
to another place by order of the county  commissioner^.^ 

Boyd and his associates, after a casual examination of the countrv 
'I 7 

made their report, by which they located the county seat some six 
miles west of Danville and back a distance from the south side of 

the Salt Fork. A more unfavorable place could hardly have heen 
selected; the surface was cold, flat, clay ground. It is doubtful if 
ordinary wells could have been secured, to say nothing of cellars or 
drainage, which are indispensable for the coxlrenience and health of 

a t o ~ n .  It would have been impossible ever t,o have attractede~te~- 
prising men to such a spot; and if the county seat had been estab-. 
lished there, it never would have grown to the dignity of a city, or 
even attained the respectability of the average moderll town. ~t 
would have remained an unsightly, ragged, sickly village, not unlike 
several of the old county seats in t h e  state, that lingered along for 
years only to die and be forgotten. 

Fortunately for the future welfare of the county, Vance, the les- 
see, refused to yield his rights. The citizens generally were wry 
much dissatisfied with the site selected, and sent up a remonstrance 
coupled with a prayer for the removal of the county seat to a more 
desirable location, and for relief generally. Accordiuglj~, on the 86th 
day of December, IS26 (private laws of Illinois, 1826-7, page 2:) the 
general assembly passed an act, which recites in the preamble: 
" Whereas, the seat of justice -of Vermilion county Elas been.located 
by the colnmissioners appointed at the last session on land which 
was then and still is leased by the governor for a term of years to 
certain persons for the manufacture of salt; and whereas, the said 
lessees are unwilling to surrender the same, or any part, for the use 
of the. county, in consequence of which no iniprooements can be 
made thereon; and the citizens having petitioned for its remod 
and for remedy whereof, " " therefoye, " it was enacted, "that Will-' 
iam Morgan, Zachariah Peter and John Kirkpatrick, of Sangamon 
county, be declared commissioners to explore the county and 
nate the place, which, on being located, should forever remain the 
permanent seat of justice of Vermilion county." The same set- 

tion further provided, that in case the new commissioners "shonld 
locate the county seat within the Saline reservation, the state wonld 
relinquish its title to a half quarter section, or fractional section, on 
the Vermilion River, not exceeding eighty acres, in the reservation, 
upon which the county seat might be located, for the use of the 
county, on condition that congress would confirm. the same to the 
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On the 31st of January, 182.7, the new commissioners ' 

to the county commissioners "that, in their opinion, the 
lands donated by Guy TIT. Smith and Dan W. ~eckwi th ,  near t l ~ e  
mouth of the North Fork of the Vermilion River, was the most 
,&able place in the county for such county seat." - 

A most fortunate choice it was. A better site could not have 
been selected. In  the whole state there is not a spot of ground 
wherexat~re herself has combined so many advantages of drainage, 
surface soil, water, coal, timber, stone, gravel and all else that is 
required for the successful grawth of an inland city; and the act of 
the commissioners in establishing the county seat here has largely 

to the growth and development of the entire county. 
The thought of making a town at Danville was not original with 

Nessrs. Morgan, Peter and Kirkpatrick. The chiefs and head men 
of the i L  Miami-Piankeshaws " had, about a hundred years before, 
selected it as the place of one of their principal villages, giving it 
the name of I-'iankeshaw. I t  is highly probable-indeed, the writer 
has but little doubt, after consulting many authorities, and making a 
prsonal examination of the country on the Vermilion River below 
and above Danville-that the old village of Piankeshaw, referred to 
in French documents as far back as 1719, and in the subsequent 
accounts of English and early American writers, was strung along the 
north fork from the northwestern city lirnits to Main street, thence 
along the Vermilion River as far as the extreme of east Danville, 
and extending back, in an irregular line a half a mile or more, from 
the bluffs of the two streams. The old corn hills, grown over &th 
blue-grass, heaps of stone where fires had been made, the absence 
of forest, excepting a few large oak trees, and other appearances 
scattered over the area of ground we have described, clearly indicated 
its former occupation to the early white visitants. I n  fact, the Potta- 
~atomie Indians told Col. Guerdon S. Hubbard in IS19 or ISSO that 
it wed to be " the big Piankashafw town." We will summarize a 
description of the locality at the time it was determined to establish 
the county seat here. Let the reader fancy all the houses in and 
about the city taken away ; remove the fences, gardens and lawns ; 
obliterate the streets and walks, and all other signs of civilization ; 
restore the trees to the surrounding forest, and look upon the land- 
scape as it appeared to Guerdon S. Hubbard in 1819, to Harvey 
Lnddington and Jacob Swisher in 1821, or to Alvin Gilbert, Hesi- 

Cunningham, the Leneve Brothers, John H. Murphy, Leander 
Rutledge or William Bandy, a few years later, and before the white 
Settlers had made many of their marks upon it. You see a line of 
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stalwart oaks upon the river bluffs, and others, like solitav sentinels, 
scattered at wide intervals over an open plain. Westward of stony 
Creek, and extending from east Danville northwest, in the direction 
of the woollen factory, are patches of hazel and jack oak, both of 
recent growth. 111 the vicinity of the high school, extending north 
and west well toward the bluffs, and embracing nearly all of Tin&- 
ertown, is a broad meadow, set in with blue-grass, and having the 
marks of old corn hills plainly visible over many acres of it. Under 

. the hill, west of Mill street, and in the other bottom extending from 
the mouth of the North Fork below the red bridge, are other ancient 
corn fields, also overrun with blue-grass. Along the bluff's of the 
North Fork and Vermilion, at a convenient distance from some of 

the numerous springs that bubble out of the hillsides, are scattering 
wigwams. formed of bark, or the naked lodge poles of other huts. 
These are only the temporary abode of roving bands of Kickapoos 
or Pottawatomies while on their hunting rounds. Eastward of Ver. 
milion street is, seemingly, a prairie, with a few stunted bushes that 
grow for a single season, ozllp to be burned to the ground$ the 
autumnal fires. 

The Pianiashaws are gone, and desolation broods over t,heir 
ancient village. Some quarter of a centuy or more before the white 
settlers came, the rightful clwellers on the Vermilion had* been swept, 
away by the aggressive advances of their more powerful neighbors, 
the Pottawatomies and Kickapoos. 

-Beckwith and Smith having entered into bond to execute a deed 
to the county for the lands, severally agreed by them to be donated 
in the event of their being selected as the place for the county seat, 
on the incoming of the report of the loca,ting commissioners, t,he 
board of county commissioners, consisting of Asa Elliott, Achilles 
3Iofgan and James McClewer, ordered the lands to be laid off into 
town lots, and appointed the 10th of April, 182.5, as the day when 
the lots would be offered at public sale. Notice of t'he sale was 
ordered to be published in the Illinois Intelligencer, issued at Van- 
dalia, the state capital, sncl also in a newspaper at India,nap~filis 
Indiana ; these being the nearest newspapers. The town mas 
out 4y the cozo~ty, through its commissioners. Dan. W. Beck~ th :  
the county surveyor, was employed by the commissio~~ers to r :~  cut 
one hundred lots. The day of sale having come around, a large 
number of people were collected ; bidding was lively, Harvey Lnd- 
dington acting as  auctioneer. Forty-two lots were sold, from which 
the county realized nine hundred and twenty-two dollars and eighty- 
seven cents. The average price was about twenty-two dollars Per 
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lot, a trifling price when compared with their present value, as most 
the lots sold were on Main and Vermilion streets, in the vicinity 

-3 - 
of the ~ub l ic  square. It will be observed, from facts narrated, that 
Danville was not created as a private enterprise. It is, on the con- 
kary, the bantling of the whole county, whose people, in their cor- 
porate capacity, are responsible for its good fame and proper behay- 
ior, We may say that the county has, as yet*, had no reason to deny, 
or be otherwise than proud of, its issue. The commissioners who 
laid it out named it after the man-':Dan " W. Beckwith-who 
earliest lived here, adding the " vilk " to his Christian name. His 
name is often referred to as Daniel or Danel. His name in full was 
Dan, without any other addition. 

The day of the sale was pleasant, and the warm sun invited a 
large number of rattlesnakes out of their den in the limestone crev- 
ices on the river side at the foot of Clark street. In the afternoon 
the bidders at the sale amused themselves with a " snake hunt," 
killing seventy-five or eighty, some of them over six feet long, in 
the course o f  a short time. In  this connection the writer will state 
that for years after the settlement at Danville the neighborhood was 
infested with great numbers of these serpents, not to mention black 
snakes, racers, moccasins, and like repulsive, though harmless, rep- - 

tiles. The rattlesnakes would rendezvous in their dens on the hill- 
side through the winter, and spread themselves over t#he adjacent 
country during the summer months. Before the state quarried the 
st,one with which the old abutments at the Wabash railway bridge 
are built, the rock ledges from which this material was taken stood 
out in bold relief along the river bluffs at and near Danville. The 
open seams in the ledges afforded a comfortable lodgment for the 
rattlesnakes. The Indians called the rattlesnake their " grand- 
jather," and through superstition would never permit one to - be 
hsrmed or destroyed. Hence their numbers multiplied rapidly in 
localities favorable for their protection and increase ; and the in- 
coming whites were mnoved, and often frightened, with familiar 
liberties the? would take in and about the houses. The writer will 
illustrate with one or two incidents. Mr. Cunningham and John 
M ~ ~ p h j -  occupied log cabins near together on the west side of 'Der- 
milion street, south of the public square. One evening subsequent 
to 1830, Samuel Russel was down there courting t,he girls. AS he 
Was being lighted out, the taper which the young lady held in her 
hand reflected upon the shining skin of a rattlesnake coiled up on 
the doorstep at his feet. Recentlv Mr. Gustavus Pierson, now in 

d. 

the city, informed the writer that, many years ago when he was a 
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lad, he, in company with his m ~ t h e r  and brother, was spending the 
evening at the house of the mother of the writer, and among the 
other incidents which she related was one to the effect that one 
evening, after dusk, she went out to the wood-pile, and gathered up 
with her hands an apron full of fagots, which she brought into the 
house, and emptied upon the fire by dropping the folds of her apron. 
Immediately a rattlesnake, over two feet long, which she had thrown 
into the fire along with the fagots, crawled out from the flames. 

The government surveys were extended north of the Vermilion 
River in 1891, and the settlement of that part of the country vent 
forward with commendable progress. The several township histories 
will shbw the manner, the time, and by whom. From an examina- 
tion of that part of the volume it will appear that the two Vermilion 
Rivers were the base, and that the Middle Fork, North Fork and 
the two Stony Creeks were the supporting columns on which the 
population of the county was formed. The early settlers clung to 
the timber. They did not expect or believe the prairies ever would 
or could be settled. Indeed they did not wish it ;. and many of the 
early comers were dissatisfied, and sold out their irnprove~nents and 
moved to newer counties, when they saw their "cattle range" en- 

- croached upon by the advance of farms from the timber line into 
the open prairie. Gradually, however, the prejudice against the 
open prairie was overcome; people learned that they could live 
entirely away from the timber. Settlements were extended pro- 

-- gressirely from the timber lines, until now the whole interrening 
space is covered with blooming fields. The monotony of the former 
waste, prairie landscape is relieved with schpol-houses, churches, 
villages, groves, orchards and cheerful farm buildings. Public roads 
and railways, lined in with fence or hedge, hal-e supplanted the 
trails of the Indian and the paths of wild animals. The prairie fires 
no longer light up the -evening sky, as in the days of yore. A popu- 
lation noted for their intelligence and thrifty toil have carried for- 
ward the beginning made by the early pioneer, and developed the 
resources of the county, and given it a position among the foremost 
in the state. 

We will now look at Danville, and see how it appeared in the 
second year of its existence. The first houses erected here may be 
assigned to the following respective localities : George Wier, where 
Mill street crosses the I., B. and W. Ry.; Seymour Treat, at the 
woolen factory ; Gilbert7 s Tavern, a double log-house ; at the west 
end of Main street, on the south side; Dan Beckwith's new house 
in Main street, just west across the ravine from Schroeder's chair 
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fadorr; Beckwith's old pioneer cabin was on the edge of the bluff, " 
on a line betxeen the seminary and the Pced Bridge; then 

~ O S  Williams', on the bluff at the foot of Clark street; nest, still " 

following the bluffs around. and near the several springs, after the 
fashion of old Indian town, was a house near the foot of Walnut 
street; northeast from there, and on Vermilion street. were the 
cabins of Hezekiah Cunningham and John H. Jlurphr ; across the 
street and south of the alley was Dr. ,Isa R. Pal:r,efs log residence ; - 

of yerlllilion street and on the north side of the square, a a s  a 
tVo-stor>- hewn log-house, the largest and best building in the town, 
the propert? of George Haworth. The Lincoln Ha11 block a a s  
occupied ~ i t h  a hewn log-l~onse of lesser pretensions? built - b r  the 

Williarn Reed, who designed it for a residence: though, as 
w shall see directly, it was put to a more public use. Part of the 
ground noK covered b r  Mrs. Schmitt's block nas  graced with Beas- 
ler's blacksmith-shop, ' though short1~- afteraard it was purchased by 
Leander Eutledge, and conrerted into the first manufactor>- ill the 
county. where the lathe, run by foot, turned out bedstead posts, 
table and chair rounds, to the astonishment of the settlers, when 
they saw how ~ e a l  f i ~ . r ~ a i t u ~ e  was made. There were several other 
buildings besides those enumerated. but which the xriter, at this late 
day. has not been able to definitel- locate. There were not exceed- 
ing eleren or twelve families, including the heads of those we hare 
named: l i ~ i n g  in D a n d l e  at this time. The streets had not been 
lined nor cut out as yet. A stranger going through would hare seen 
the houses scattered around, without any apparent order. some of 
them hidden in dumps of bushes : and if the dar  a a s  pleasant. and 
earlr in tlle week, the stranger might hare seen Mrs. Eutledge's 
nashing out drying . upon the limbs of the small trees on Nain 
street, in front of her good man's door. H e  then could hare fol- 
lowed the on1.r- trarelecl road, which led a zigzag course, across lots, 
in a northwest direction, to the woolen factorr. 

The count: commissioners' court. like our former county seats, 
itinerated around a good deal before the place for the transaction 
of public business became permanent1 nsed. The first meeting of 
the Boarci - colnposed of John D. Alexander. Achilles Norgan and 
James D. Butler-was on the 6th of March, 1S36: at Bntler's house, 
near Catlin. On the lSth of the same month another session =as 
held there. at which time was selected the first grand jury which 
ever served for the count?. We gire the names, as the time will fix 
a date prior to which we nlaj- know the citizenship of some of the 
early settlers. who served the countr in a responsible. judicial capac- . 
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ity, viz : John 
Dixon, Edward 
McDonald, H e  

Haworth, Henry Canaday, Barnett Starr, Robed 
Doyl, John Cassaday, James McClewer, Alexander 

nry Johnson, Henry lh r t in ,  Jonathan Haworth. 
-7 

William Haworth, Jacob Brazelton, Peleg Spencer, sr., Isaac L 
Howard, Robert Trickle, John Current, John Larnm, Francis Whit- 
comb, Amos Wooden, Jesse Gilbert, Cyrus Douglas, 'Harvey ~ ~ d -  
dington and George Beckwith. 

A t  the September term, 1836, a new board appears, the names 
of Asa Elliott and Jarnes McClewer taking the place of Butler and 
Alexander. On the first Monday of June, IS%', +-- the commissioners 
met at the house of Asa Elliott ; and, on the first Monday of Sep 
tember following, at the house of Amos Williams, in Danrille. Bere 
the affairs of the county were conducted until the county purchased 
the log-house built by Reed, on the Lincoln Hall lot, with the'design 
of fitting it u p .  for public use. This was the Jirst court-house. 1t 
did not stand on the corner now known as Short's Bank, as supposed 
by some, but on the west side of the same lot near the alley. It 
was one story high, with space for a low attic above, about sixteen 
feet square, and made out of heavy logs, hewn inside and out. Sub- 
sequently the county sold it, with the lot, to Hezekittll Cunningham, 
who agreed to provide the county, for the term of two years, unless - the new court-house should be completed before that time, with a 
place for holding courts, etc., in the upper story of the large frame 
building erected by Cunningham and Murphy, on the southwest cor- 
ner of the Public Square, and which was only removed a few years 
ago to make place for the splendid brick block of E. B. Martin. The 
Jirst court-house was removed, some years after Cunninghalu .pur- 
chased it, to a lot on the corner of Korth and Hazel streets, where, 
in after years, it was weather-boarded. and formed the prominent 
feature of the wings attached to it on the east and north by James 
Parmer. It,  with its attachments, remained here until May or June, 
18'76, when the whole was destroyed by fire. 

A t  the December term, 1830, the county board ordered notice to 
be given for the reception of plans and bids for a permanent .court- 
house. Nothing, however, was done until December of the follow- 
ing year, when notice was again given, declaring that at the ne* 
term of the court bids would be received. The records s l ~ w  that 
work was begun on the new court-house early in 1839, and prosecuted 
with vigor throughout that year. Guerdon S. Hubbard-still l-iFing, 
and well known to all our old cit,izens - was the contractor ; and 

' John H. Murphy, the active superintendent in charge of the work? * 

:.- to whom special credit is due for the interest he manifested in, and 
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the integrity with which he  discharged his trust. The brick were 
made by Norman D. Palmer, at his farm, northwest of the city. 

me inilding was completed in 1833, and was used for nearly forty 

9 ears by the county, and until its destruction by fire in 1872. It 
stood on that part of the Public Square, now included between the 
winps of the present court-house, on the east and north, and the side- 

of Blain and Vermilion streets on the south and west. It was 
a two-story brick building, some forty or fifty feet square, with main 
entrances on the soutll and west sides, and a door on the north. The 
lower story was in one room for court purposes ; the upper part was 
dirided into four rooms for the convenience of juries, etc. 

The old building in its time was honored by the presence of some 
of the most noted persons in our nation, called thither either in the 
capacities of judges or counsel. Judge Treat, now of the United 
States circuit court, Judge David Davis, of the United States senate, 
presided here as our circuit judges. Col. E. D. Baker, afterward 
governor of Oregon, and who was killed at Ball's Bluff, Virginia, 
during the rebellion, and Edward ~anni 'gan,  of Indiana, whose repn- 
tation as an orator was national, have filled its walls with their elo- 
quence. Here has the musical voice of Leonard Swett, the sparkling 
wit of Usher F. Linder, and the dramatic magnetism of D. W. Tor- 
hees, often charmed jurors and spectators. The immortal Lincoln, 
during the many years he itinerated the circuit, regularly attended 
the Vermilion courts, and in the course of a long, successful and 
scrupulously honest practice of his profession, became personally 
acquainted with, and warmly attached to, almost every man in the 
county. 

In due time after the old court-house burned the board of super- 
risors began maturing plans for a new building. First they appoint- 
ed a committee. consisting of two of their number,-Bradley Butter- 
field, of Butler township, and Henry Tnlbot, of Sidell, with whom they 
associated the writer, making a committee of three. Under their 
instructions the committee examined three court-houses in Illinois, 
one in Michigan and two in Indiana, and spent much other time in 
collecting information as to what errors should be avoided and what 
adcantages should b e  secured in the construction of the new court: 
house. I t  was the announced desire of the board of supervisors 
that the new building should be located on the spot it now occupies, 
the county having owned the ground since the dona.tion in 18%. 
The peculiar shape of the groluld, being bareiy sufkient for it, 
necessarily deternlined the sha,pe of the building, a fact which the 
committee took pains to impress upon the several architects whom 
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they invited to submit plans. This explanation is made to answer 
the ever-recurring inquiries, Why was the new court-house built in, 
the shape it i s?  Why was it not constructed after the usual manner 
of public building The limited quantity of ground owned by the 
county, and the number and size of the rooms required for courts, 
offices, vaults, etc., for the present and future wants of the county, 
would admit of a structure of no other form or proportion. The 
committee found only one architect,-E. E. Myers, of Detroit, 
igan,- out of the twelve or thirteen with whom they conferred, who 
successfully solved the problem, and his plans the comlllittee iecom- 
mended to the board, by whom they were unanimously adopted, 
after first having examined those of the other architects. The build- 

'FERXILION COTTXTY COURT-HOUSE. 

ing was erected under the supervision of an efficient coinmittee, 
whose names appear in anot.her part of this work. The supervisors 
as a body, as well as those of their members who comprised the com- 
mittee, are to be commended for t.he zeal and fidelity with which they 
managed the public funds in erecting both the new court-house and 
the jail. It can be said to their credit,-an unusual thing in the 
history of many other counties in the construction of public build- 
ings,- that not a dollar was misapplied, and the contractors in both 
instances were strictly held to the terms of their engagements, and, 
no  part of the work, from foundation to top, was allowed to be 
slighted in the least. Indeed, Vermilion county, as a rule that has 
scarcely had an escept.ion, has been singnlarlv fortunate in the char- 
acter, ability and integrity of her public servants. 

EARLY SCHOOLS. 

The first school in D a n d l e  was taught in Haworth's smoke 
house, a little structure ten or twelve feet square. I t  was made of 
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logs, without a floor, and its only openings were the door and a 
,p;tre hole cut at the opposite side for light and ventilation. It 
,toad west of Haworth's house, and back sorne distance north from 
the line of the sidewalk, on the ground now partially covered by 
the room occupied by I3aum's drug store. Mrs. Lucy Russell, wife 
of Sam. Eussell, and a daughter of Solomon Gilbert, was one of 
the scholars, as were also her brother, Othneal Gilbert, and two or 
three of her sisters. Dr. Norten Beckwith was the teacher. The 
scholars numbered some eight or ten. After this a s c l l o ~ l - h o ~ ~ ~ -  
the first built expressly for that purpose -was const,ructed upon a 
lot on soutll Hazel street, and northwest from 

L 
mill, set 

apart by the county commissiollers for educational purposes. I t  was 
of small logs, about twelve by fifteen feet in size, covered 

with clapboards, the chimney was upon the outside, built up with 
stone and sticks, and mudded after a fashion of a " Kentucky 
cabin," the opening occupied nearly the whole of one side of the 
building. At  first it had no floor; subsequently a floor was laid - 
with "puncheons," as the outside slab or first cut sawed. off of a 
1 0 ~  was called. The seats were made of the same material, smooth 
u 

side up, supported on wooden legs. *4rnong the teachers who taught 
here at different times can be named Harvey Luddingt.on and Enoch 
Kingsbury. Uncle Harvey also taught a Sunday-school here. At  a 
later day James A. Davis reached Danville, without anything except 
the wearing apparel upon his person, having lost all his efYects com- 
ing up the Wabash on a boat. Among strangers, and out of means, 
but with a determination that has always inspired him to do some- 
thing, he looked around at once for a job. Dr. Beckwith finding 
that Davis possessed a remarkably good education, said he was just 
the man that Danville needed. H e  wrote up a paper and circulated 
it through the town, and raised a list of scholars, and Davis opened 
a school at once in the log cabin. Being a man of energy and a 
thorough disciplinarian, this sterling Englishman soon acquired the 
reputation of a successful teacher, which he so worthily retained in 
the county for many years afterward. 

From Vermilion street a little way south of the square, a trail 
led off southeast across lots, to the school-house. It was obscured 
by thick hazel bushes, whose branches interlocked overhead. The 
teachers and scholars (as Mr. Davis, Mr. Luddington, Mrs. Manning, 
Mrs. Russell and otllers have told the writer') would hare to part the 
bushes in some places with their haads to effect a passage. 

The temporary first school-house was burned up. A Mr. Henry 
Bhnt had collected some two hundred venison hains and stored 
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them in Haworth's smoke-house, where he was smoking and drging 
them, intending to ship them to New Orleans by flat-boat. Some 
of the mischievous men about the town (and they were all alikein 
that respect, and did not stop at carrying with a high hand if any fun 
was to be had out of the undertaking) amused Blunt at a neighbor. 
ing grocery one evening, while their confederates fired the building, 
The alarm was not given until the blaze was fairly under way, 
Blunt and those keeping his company hurried orer, too late to save 
the property. Blunt supposed, of course, that the fire was acci. 
dental, and had caught from the smudge with which he was curing 
his meat. Although his anticipated speculation was spoiled, -yet 
venison half roasted or otherwise was quite cheap in Danville. The 
market was fairly glutted with it. 

The next school-house was the one built by Amos Villiams; on 
his own ground, and at his own expense, on the west side of Fra&. 
lin street, just north of Leonard's planing-mill. This was full9 
twent.y feet square, some twelve or fourteen feet high in the clear, 
and constructed out of logs hewn inside and out. I t  had a door 
and two windows fronting east, and was further lighted with a row 
of three or four 8 x 10 window lights in width, and extending nearly 
the length of the three other sides. The floor was made of sawed 
plank, matched and evenly laid. I n  winter time a stove occupied 
the center of the room. A double row of seats (one of which was 
in front, low down, next to the floor, and the other raised up like a 
gallery, some three or feet back of and above the first, with the 
wall behind and sloping desks in front) extended around three sides 
of the roorn, with openings cut near the middle of each row, and 
provided with steps, so the scholars could ascend to the higher plat- 
form. Here the " three months' school " was held for many years, 
and until a better system of education was adopted, and more pre- 
tentious buildings were constructed. 

If  the boys,-who for the most part ran wild in the streets,- 
should see a stranger coming into town dressed in gloss-worn 
breeches and a shabby-genteel coat, with the ancient rents neatly 

. patched, and his other worldly effects tied up in a bandana handker- 
chief, and suspended at the end of a walking-stick over his  shoulder^ 
they would become alarmed. There was no mistaking the appear- 
ance and garb of the itinerant school-master, and if he could cipher 
as far as the rule-of-three his presence foretold that a " three-months 
school " would probably be taken up. Soon after this the "Street 
Arabs" might be seen gathered at the old school-house, the smaller 
ones, in tow-linen breeches, seated in a row upon the lower benche+ 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 333 

their bare feet blackened and cracked open with seams exposure 
to wind and weather. The larger boys were perched upon the seats 
above Here the uiiruly were regularly thrashed througli the rudi- 
ments, and were always in a state of semi-rebellion, while those,- 
and they mere very few,- who were lnore submissive and well be- 
hared were allowed t~ d~ pretty inuch as they pleased, so far as get- - 
ting their lessons well was concerned. There was little or no confidence 
or sFnlpatlly L between teacher and scholar. 9 s  a rule. the former was 
brutal: and believed, as he practiced to the letter, the doctrine that 
i;to spare the rod was to spoil the cl~ild," while the latmter resented 
as thej- sinarted under such inhuinall treatment. Those who have 
survired this kind of an education cat1 and clo congratulate the chil- 
dren of to-day as they contrast the past with the present system of 
teaching. The " big girls" also occupiecl places upon the higher 
seats. A few of these '' big girls,"- at least, they then seemed quite 
large to the writer,- are still living. Aillong t.heirl might be men- 
t,ioned the wires of Judge Davis, Hon. J. G. English, Dr. Woodbury 
and Mr. BIanning. In  allother part of the work has been noted the 
progress made in the manner of conducting schools since the time 
when the children were emancipated from the tyranny of the "trav- 
eling school-master. " 

The name of this pioneer is so frequently referred to in connec- 
tion with the ea* settlers that the writer may here state t,hat Dan 
W. Beckwith was born in 1795, in the present limits of Bedford 
county, Pennsglrania. His father was among the Connecticut set- 
lers, froin Xew London, in the valley of the Wyorning, and his 
mother was a survivor of the Wyoming massacre, being a little girl 
at the time the Incliails destroyed the inlmbitants of the valley. Dan 
was one of a faillily of six brothers and two sisters. Three of his 
brothers lived in Vermilion county at an early day, viz : Jefferson 
H., called Hiram ; Korten, the doctor; Sebastian and George M. 
George and Dan left New 1-ork state, whither their father had emi- 
grated from Pennsylvania some years before, and reached Fort Har- 
rison as the so-called Harrison Purchase mas being surveyed, in the 
summer of 1816. From Vigo co~uity the two brothers went on to the 
North Arm prairie in 1S18. and mere living with Jollnat'han Mayo's 
family at the time Illinois was admitted as a state into the Union. 
From there they came t.0 the salt worlis in the fall of the nest veal*; 
George was a citizen of the cou1it.y until 1834, when he opened a 
fam on the Iiankakee, a n~i le  below the mouth of Rock Creek, 
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where he died some twenty years ago. Dan W. died at Danville in 
December, 1535. The writer has no personal recollection of him; 
but from descriptions given by many Citizens still living, the deceased 
was a man fully six feet two inches in height, broad, square shoul- 
dered and straight, spare of flesh, though muscular, and weighing 
when in health about a hundred and ninety pounds. He was, like 
his brother,. an expert axrnan, and a pioneer, as his people for three 
pnerations back before him had been. His first mercantile venture 
was an arm.fu1 of goods suitable for Indian barter, which he kept in 
a place'partly excavated in a side of the hill a.t Denmark, as early, 
probably, as the year 1891. Subsequently he built a log hut cn the 
brow of the hill, a little west of south of the Danville Seminary, 
His next store room was just west of the elm tree at the west end of 
Main street. He was county surveyor from the time of the organi- 
zation of the county until his death. 

GURDOPU' S. HUBBARD. 

The writer deems it, but just to refer to another early settler, 
whose name, like the last, is not found in the township histories. 
We allude .to Col. Gurdon S. Hubbard. He is a native of Vermont. 
At the age of sixteen years he left Montreal, to come west and en- 
gage in business for the American Fur Company, whose headquarters 
were at Mackinaw. He reached Chicago some time in October, 
1818, by way of the lakes, following the route of the great discoy- 
erer La Salle. He crossed our county early the following year. The 
trading posts of the Illinois brigade of the -American Fur Company 
were on the Iroquois, the Embarrass and Little Wabash. Mr. Hub- 
bard followed the Indians in their hunting rounds, and in this way 
acquired an early knowledge of all the country between the Wabash 
and Illinois Rivers, as far north as Chicago and as far south as Tin- 
cennes. In 1824 he succeeded Antonin Des Champs, who for nearly 
forty years before had charge of the company's trade between the 
Illinois and Wabash, and abandoned the posts on the Illinois, and 

. introduced pack-horses in the place of boats, using the " Hubbard's 
,,'trace," as his trail from Chicago to the salt works was called, to 

- conduct the fur trade. In 1827 he abandoned the postson the Em- 
A 

barrass and Little Wabash, and shortly after constructed the fist 
frame building - a store house - erer erected in Danville or the 
county. It is still standing on the south side of the public square, 
~pposi te  Martin's block. This became the headquarters of t he  

. Indian fur trade in this part of the co-untry. Among his clerks were 
Samuel Russell and William Bapdy, both living. He had also with 
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him.three Frenchmen, i i z :  Noel Vassar, Nicholas Boilvin and 
Tonssaint Bleau. Boilvin married a daughter of Dr. Woods, and 
Bleau a daughter of Dr. A. R. Palmer. 

The Indims would file into town on their ponies, sometimes fifty 
,, a hundred, with their furs, their squaws and pappooses, when 
bade at Hubbard's corner would be unusually lively for a few days. 
The Indians would camp on the bluff east of walnut street or farther 
down toward the railway bridge, where they would enjoy them.selve-s 
and feast on bread made out of flour, and upon meat and other 
luxuries, for which they had exchanged their furs. Mr. BandS re- 
lates inany ludicrous incidents that occurred during his cdnuection 
&h Hubbard's trading house. 

In 1832, the fur trade having declined on account of the scarcity 
~f fur-bearing animds in, and the dispersion of the Indians from, 
this section of country? Col. Hubbard converted his stock into 
white goods,- as merchandise suitable for white people were called 
to distinguish them from the kind adapted to the Indian trade. 
During the same year he sold out his stock to Dr. Fithian, and in 
IS33 took up his permanent residence in Chicago, where he still 
lires, hale and genial as ever. The old records of the county, and 
the  archives of early laws at Springfield, abundantly illustrate the 
activity and energy of this remarkable and public-spirited man. 
While a citizen of this county he was always foremost . in every en- 
terprise calculated to develop the infant resources of the county, 
and he has retained the same commendable reputation at Chicago 
for now almost a half century. As canal commissioner he cast the 
first shovel of earth out of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. Few 
hands have aided more than his in building up that great city ; and 
no man did more than he to give Vermilion county and Danville a 
start. 

We will now again go back in point of time, as, for the sake of 
convenience and brevity, i t  is preferred in this chapter to treat mat- 
ters topically, rather than in chronological order, and note some 
troubles with the Indians, in which citizens of Vermilion county bore 
an honorable part. The first of these was in 1827, in the so-called 
i ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  WAR,?' and the second in 1532, in the " BLACKHAWK 
WAR*" The Winnebagoes, a tribe that occupied the country. in 
northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin, between Green Bay and 
the Mississippi, beca~ne -greatly outraged at indignities committed 
by some brntish, unprincipled white men in charge of two keel 
boats wending the Mississippi river, near Prairie du Chieu. We 
take the following extract from Ex-Governor " Reynolds' Life and 
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Time": The boatmen landed at a camp of XTinnebagoes, not far 
above Prairie du Chien. The boatmen made the Indians drud-and 
no doubt .were so themselves,-- whkn they captured some six or 
seven squaws, who were also drunk. These squaws were forced on 
the boats for the most corrupt and brutal. purposes. But not satis- 
fied with this outrage on female virtue, the boatmen took the squaws 
with tbem in the boats to Fort Snelling, and returned with them, 
When the Indians became sober, and realized the injury done them 
in this delicate point, they mustered all their forces, amounting to 
several hundred, and attacked the boats in which the squaws were 
confined. The boats were forced to approach near the shore in a 
,narrow pass of the river, and thus the infuriated savages assailed one 
boat, and permitted the other to pass down during the night. ~t 
was a desperate arid furious fight for a few minutes, between a good 
rnanp Indians, exposed in open canoes, and only a few boatmen, 
protected to some extent by their boat. The savages killed several 
white men and wounded many more, leaving barely enough to navi- 
gate the boat. The boat got fast on the ground, and the whites 
seemed doomed ; but with great exertion, courage and hard fighting 
the Indians were repelled. I n  the battle the squaws escaped to theiir 

- husbands, and, no doubt, the whites did not try to prevent it. Thus 
commenced and ended the 6loodshed of the " Winnebago war." 
Blood had been shed, and, as a consequence, every VTinnebago be- 
came the enemy of every white person. War parties were fitted 
out, who attacked, indiscriminately, every white person mithin their 
reach. One of these parties, led by the distinguished " Red Bird,!' 
killed and scalped two men and a child, and the inhabitants within 
the territol-j~ abore described became at once greatly a,larmed. The 
Pottawatomies about Chicago and westward of there sympathized 
wit,h the Winnebagoes, and were upon the eve of openly joining 
them. The federal government ordered a movernellt of troops under 
Gen. Atkinson, while Gov. Edwards, of Illinois, ordered out a regi- 
ment, with instruction for them to rnarch to Galena. It. was while 
these rno~ements were being matured and executed that the inhab- 
itants at Fort Dearborn became greatly distressed over their threat- 
ened destruction, and dispatched Col. Wubbard to vermilion eoun$ 

- for troops. Col. Hubbard left Chicago in the afterl~oon, and reached 
his trading-post, on the Iroquois, that night in the rain. He pushed ' 

on to Sugar Creek, which he found swollen beyond its banks, %hieh 
obliged him to wait nntil daylight. The sameCdav he reached Spen- 

. cer's, two miles south of Danville, from whence runners were d& 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERSIILION COVNTY. 337 

P $tched to the settlements on the little Vermilion. Here follows 
narrative of H. Cunnmgha~n. 

~ q ~ g 1 9 H  CCXNINGHAM'S NARRATIVE RELATING TO THE WIXXEBSGO 

Here follows the narrative of Mr. Cunningham: I was out in the 
Finnebago war. Myself, Joshua Parish, now living s t  Georgetown, 
abel Williams, living near Dallas, and almost ninety years old, and 
Gnrdon S. Hubbard, of Chicago, are the only survivors, according 
to t,he best of my present information. 

In the night-time, about the 15th or 90th of July, Isel, I was 
avakened by my brother-in-law, Alexander McDonald? telling me 
that Nr. Hubbard had just come in from Chicago with the word that 
the Indians were about to massacre the people there, and that men 
vere vanted for their protection at once. The inhabitants of the 
county capable of bearing arrns had been enrolled under the militia 
laws of the state, ancl organized as " The Vermilion County Battal- * 

/ 

ion,'' in which I held a commission as captain. I dressed myself and 
started forthwith to notify d l  the Inen belonging to m. company to 
meet at Butler's Point (six miles southwest of Dan~ille),  the place 
where the county business was then conducted and where the militia 
met to muster. The captains of the other companies were notified, 
the same as myself, and they warned out their respective companies 
the same as I did mine. I rode the remainder of the night at this 
vork up and down the Little Vermilion. 

A t  noon the next day the battalion was at Butler's Point. Most 
of the Inen lived on the Little Vermilion River, and had to ride or  
nalk from six to twelve miles to the place of rendezvous. 'Volunteers 
nere called for, and in a little while fifty men, the required number, 
mere raised. Those who agreed to go then held an election of their 
officers for the campaign, choosing Achilles Morgan, captain ; 3fajor 
Bajles, first lieutenant, and Col. Isaac R. Moores as second. The 
names of the private men, as far as I now remember them, are as 
fouo~s  : George M. Beckwith, John Eeasley, myself (Hezekiah Cun- 
ningham), Julian Ellis, Seaman Cox, James Dixon,Asa Elliot, Francis 
Foley, William Foley, a Mr. Hammers, Jacob Heater, a Mr. Davis, 
Evin Morgan, Isaac Goen, Jonathan Phelps, Joshua Parish, William 
Reed, John ~ i e r s  (" Little Vermilion John "), John Saulsbury, a 
MLGkman, ~ n t h o n ~  Swisher, George Swisher, Joseph Price, George 
,Weir, John Vaughn, Newton Wright and Abel Williams. Many of 
themen were without horses, and the neighbors who had horses and 
did not go loaned their.animals to those who did. Still there were 

C 
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five men who started afoot, as there were no horses to be had for 
them. W e  disbanded, after we were mustered in, and went home 
to cook five days' rations, and were ordered to be at Danville the 
next day. 

The men all had a pint of whisky, believing it essential to mix a 
little of it with the slough water we were to drink on our route. ~ b d  
Williams, however, was smart enough tto take some ground coffee 
and a tin cup along, using no stimulants whatever. He had warm 
drinks on the way up to Chicago, and coming back all of us had the 
same. 

W e  arrived at  the Vermilion River about noon 011 Sunday, the day 
after assembling at Butler's Point. The river was up, running, bank 
full, about a hundred yards wide, with a strong current. Our men 
and saddles were taken over in a canoe. We undertook to swim 
horses, and as they were Elriven into the water the current would 
strike them and they would swim in a circle and return to the shore 
a few rods below. Mr. IIubbard, provoked at this delay, threw off 
his coat and said, Give me Old Charley," meaning a large, steady- 
going horse, owned by James Butler, and loaned to  Jacob Heater. 
Mr. Hubbard, mounting this horse, boldly dashed into the stream, 
and the other horses were quicl~ly crowded after him. The water 
was so swift that c L  old Cllarley " became unmanageable, when Xr. 
Hubbard dismounted on the upper side and seized the horse by the 
mane, near the animal's head, and swirnlning with his left arm, 
guided the horse in the direction of tlte opposite shore. We yere 
afraid he would be washed under the horse, OF struck by his feet and 
be drowned; but he got over without damage, except the wetting of 
his broadclcth pants and moccasins. These he had to dry on his 
person as we pursued our journey. 

I will here say that a better man than Mr. Hubbard could not 
have been sent to our people. He  was well known to all the settlers. 
His generosity, his qniet and determined courage! and his integrity! 
were so well known and appreciated that he had the confidence and 
goodwill of everybody, and was a well-recognized leader among 
pioneers. 

At this time there were no persons living on the north bank ** 
the Vermilion River near Danville, except Robert Trickle and 
George Weir, up near the present woolen factory, and William Reed 
and Dan Beckwith ; the latter had a little log cabin on the bluff of 
the Vermilion, near the present highway bridge,- or rather on the 
edge of the hill east of the highway some rods. Here he kept store? 
in addition to his official duties as constable and county surveYorm 
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store contained a small assortment of such articles as were suit- 
able for barter with the Indians, who were the principal customers. 
we called .it " The Saddle-bags Store," because the supplies were 
brought up from Terre Haute in saddle-bags, that indispensable 

of every rider in those days, before highways were 
provided for the use of vehicles. 

Edr. Reed had been elected sheriff the previous Ma,rch, receiving 
fifty-seven out of the eighty votes that were cast at  the election, and 
which represented about the entire voting population of the county 
at that time. Both Reed and Dan wanted to go with us, and after 

a warm controversy between them, as it was impossible for 
them both to leave, it was agreed that Reed should qo, and that 

C 

Beckwith would look after the affairs of both until Reed's return. 
Amos Willia,ms was building his hause at Danville at this time, the 
sale of lots having taken place the preoious April. 

Crossing the North Fork at Denmark, three miles north of Dan- 
rille, we passed the cabin of Seymour Treat. He was building a 
mill at- that place, and his house was the last one in which a family 
was living until we reached Hubbard's trading post, on the north 
bank of the Iroquois River, near what has since been known as the 
town of Bunco~nbe, and from this trading house tllere was no other 
habitation, Indian wigwams excepted, on the line of our march until 
me reached Fort Dearborn. 

It was a wilderness of prairie all the way, except a little timber 
r e  passed through near Sugar Creek and at the Iroquois. 

Late in the afternoon me halted at the last crossing of the North 
Fork, at Bicknell's Point, a little north of the present town of Eoss- 
d l e .  Here three of the footmen tui-ned back, as the condition of 
the streams rendered it impossible for them to continue longer with 
US. Two men who had horses also left us. After a hasty lunch we 
struck out across the eighteen-mile prairie, the nien stringing out on 
the trail Indian file, reaching Sugar Creek late in the night, where 

- .  

we went into camp on the south bank, near t.he present town of 
Nil ford. 

The next dav before noon we arrived at Hubbard7s Trading 
Eouse, which was on the north bank of the Iroquois, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the river. A lot of Indians, some of them half 
naked, were lying and lounging about the river-bank and trading 
house; and when it was proposed to swim our horses over, in ad- 
vance of passing the men in boats, the men objected, fearing the 
Indians would take our horses, or stampede them, or do us some 
0 t h  mischief. Mr. Hubbard. assured us that these savages were 
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friendly, and we afterward learned that they were Pottawatomies 
? 

known as " Hubbard's Band, " from the fact that he had long traded 
with and had a very great influence over 'them. 

It is proper to state here that we were deficient in arms. W, - "  

pthered  up squirrel-rifles, flht-locks, old muskets, or anything like 
a gun that we may have had about our houses. Some of us had no 
fire-arms at all. I myself was among this number. Mr. Hubbard 
supplied those of us who had inefficient weapons, or those of us who 
were with'out them. H e  also gave US flour and salt pork. He had 
lately brought up the Iroquois River a supply of these articles. We 
remained at Hubbard's Trading Rouse the remainder of the day, 
cooking rations and supplying our necessities. The next morning 
we again moved forward, swimming Beaver Creek, and crossing the 
Eankakee R i ~ e r  at the rapids, just at the head of the island near 
Momence; pushing along, we passed Yellowhead's village. The 
old chief, with a few old men and the squaws and pappooses, were 
a t  home; the young men were off on a hunt. Remaining here a 
little time we again set out, and, going about five miles, encamped at 
the point of the timber on Pellowhead's Creek. The next morning 
we again set out, crossing a branch of' the Calumet to the nest of 
the Blue Island. A11 the way from Danville we had followed an 
Indian trail, since known as "fHubbard's trace.?' There was no 
sign of roads ; the prairies a,nd whole country was crossed and re- 
crossed by Indian trails, and we never could have got through but 
for the knowledge which Mr. Hubbard had of the countr~. It had 
been raining for some days before we left home, and it rained almost 
every day on the route. The :streams and sloughs were full of 
water. We swam the former and t ra~e led  through the latter, some- 
times almost by the hour. Many of the ponds were so deep that 
our men dipped up the water to drink as they sat in their saddles. 
Col. Hubbard fared better than the rest of us - that is, he did not 
get his legs wet so often, for he rode a very tall, iron-gray stallion, 
that Peleg Spencer, sr., living two miles south of Danville, loaned 
him. The little Indian pony which Hubbard rode in from the Iro- 
quois to Spencer's was so used up as to be unfit for the return jonmer* 

We reached Chicago about four o'clock on the evening of the 
fourth day, in the midst of one of the most severe rainstorms I ever 
experienced, accompanied by thunder and vicious lightning. The 
rain we did not mind ; we were without tents, and were used to wet- 
ting. The water we took within us hurt us more than that 

- fell upon us, as drinking it made many of us sick. 
The people of Chicago were very glad to see us. They were ex- 
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petting an attack every hour since Col. Hubbard had left them, and 
aswe approached they did not know whether we were enemies or 
friends, and when they learned that we were friends they gave us a 

of welcome. 
They had organized a company of thirty or fifty men, composed 

mostly of Canadian half-breeds, interspersed with a few Americans, 
all under command of Capt. Beaubien ; the Americans, seeing that 
we were a better looking crowd, wanted to leave their associates and 
join our cornpanjT. This feeling caused quite a row, and the officers 
finally restored harmony, and the discontented men went back to 
their old command. 

The town of Chicago was composed at this time :of six or seven 
berican families, a number of half-breeds, and a lot of idle, vaga- 
bond Indians loitering about. I made the acquaintance of Robert 
and James Tiinzie, and their father, John Kinzie. 

me kept guard jday and night for some eight or ten days, when 
a runner came :in - I think from Green Bay -bringing word that i 

Gen. Cass had coilcluded a treaty with the Winnebagoes, and that 
ve might now disband and go home. .- - 

The citizens were overjoyed at the news, :and in their gladness 
they turned out one barrel of gin, one barrel of brandy, one barrel 
of whisky, knocking the heads of the barrels in. Everybody was 
in~ited to take a free drink, and, to tell the plain truth, everybody 
did drink. 1 ~3 

The ladies at Fort Dearborn treated us especiallv well. 1 say 
this without disparaging the good and cordial conduct of the men 
toward us. The ladies gave us all manner of good things to eat; 
they loaded us with provisions, and gave us all those delicate atten- 
tions that the kindness of woman's heart would suggest. Some of 
them-three ladies, whom I understood were recently from New 
York- distributed tracts and other reading matter among our corn- 
pany, 2nd interested themselves zealously in our spiritual as well as 
temporal welfare. . 

m e  started on our return, camping out of nights, and; reaching 
home on the evening of the third day. The only good water we 
got going: out or corning back was at a remarkable spring bursting 
out of the top of a little mound in the midst of a slough, a few miles 
south of the Kankakee. I shall never forget this spring ; it was a 
curiosity, found in the situation I have described. 

In conclusion, under the bounty act of 1852 I received a warrant 
for eighty acres of land for my services in the campaign above nar- 
rated. 
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THE BLACK HAWK WAR. 

Were the writer so inclined, it would not be proper, in a mere 
local history, to enter into all the causes that led to the so-called 
6bBlack Hawk War," or detail the movements of the opposing 
forces over the wide extent of country in which the several cam-. 
paigns of that war were conducted. It will be necessary, however. 

I to premise some facts relating to that war, in order that the reader 
may the more readily understand the connection whidl citizens of 

this county may have had with it. 
As stated in the general history, the. Sauk and FOX Indians owned 

the territory north of Rock River, by conquest from ancient Iiiinois 
tribes. Their principal village for a long period of time was on the 
north side of Rock River, near its junction with the Mississippi, and 
the most populous Indian town within the borders of our state. In 

' 1804 a few Indians of this tribe went to St. Louis, where they made 
a cession of lands to the United States, embracing a large extent of 
country, and including the principal village. Subsequently a second 
treaty was made, by which the terms of the first were substantiallr 
ratified. " Black Hawk, " a chief of great distinction, claimed that 
neither himself nor the band of which he was the leader, all of them 
residing at this village, had any knowledge of this treaty. In 1828, 
the government having previously surveyed, sold to private parties 
a quantity of land in and around " Black Hawk's villa,ge." The 
white settlers and Indians soon came in collision. Black Hawk's 
band refused to leave. They destroyed the crops of the white set- 
tlers, and acted generally in a menacing m2nner? claiming that the 
white people had no business there. The squatters, in turn, pulled 
down the fences where the Indian squaws had planted their corn, 
and let their stock destroy the crops. The governments, national 

- and state, interfered with a military force, and, without going to the 
the extremity of physical force, Black Hawk's band, in 1831, were 
finally driven across the Mississippi. 

Black Hawk had no loye at  all for t.he people of the United 
States. His band were active partisans on the side of the British in 
the war of 1812. I n  the winter of 1831-1832, after having solernnl~ 
agreedthe year before that they would remain peaceably on the west 
side of the river, Black Hawk and his band recrossed the ricer and 
took possession of their ancient rillage, having with them, says ex- 
GOY. Reynolds, " about five hundred warriors, and women, children 
and dogs in proportion." Black Hawk had brought his women 
and children, cooking utensils and all of the personal property of 
his band along with him, a circumstance that gives great plansibil- 
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ity to his often-repeat,ed avowal, that his intentions were peaceable, 
and that if his women were not permitted to plant a .crop in their 

fields, he intended to accept the invitation of the Winnebagoes 
and plant corn near some of their villages. His presence on the 
,,st side of the Mississippi caused the greatest alarm. I n  fact, the 
memurials a,rld petitions addressed to the governor for protection, 
together with his own flaming proclamatiork based thereon, spread 
a panic throughout the whole country. The frontier was threat- 
ened, and the governor promptly called out the militia to protect 
it. 4 force of mounted volunteers was soon collected, embracing 
hits numbers many of the best and most influential citizens in the 
state. A concentration of forces, says Benjamin Drake in his " Life 
of Black Hawk," was made at Dixon's Ferry, on Eock River, about 
thirty miles below the encampment of Black Hawk and his party. 
Had a conference now been sought with the Indians, their prompt 
~nbmission cannot be doubted. Black Hawk, whatever might h a ~ e  
been his previous expectations, hacl receii-8d no addition of strength 
from other tribes ; he was almost destitute of procisions ; had com- 
mitted no act of hostility against the whites, and with all his wo- 
men, children and baggage, was in the vicinity of an army, princi- 
pally of mounted volunteers, many times greater than his own band 
of braves. He would probably have been glad of any reasonable 
pretext for retracing his precipitate steps: Unfortunately, no effort 
for a council wa,s ma,de. A body of impetuous volunteers dashed 
on, without caution or order, to Sycaniore Creek, within three miles 
of the camp of Black I-Iawk's pa,rty. He  instantly sent a white 
flag to meet them, for t.he purpose of holding a council, and agree- 
ing to return to the west side of the Mississippi. Unfortunately for 
the cause of humanity, a,s well as the good faith of the United States, 
this flag was held to be but a decoy. The bearers of it were taken 
into camp. L L  Shortly after, :' says Gov. Reynolds,. " six armed In- 
dians appeared on horseback. Without orders some officers and a 
few soldiers immediately gave chase, following the armed Indians 
some three or four miles, in which two Indians were overtaken 
and killed. During the skirmish, which extended some four or five 
miles over the smooth prairie between the encampment and the 
month of Sycamore Creek, the volunteers at the camp, knowing 
that blood was shed, attempted to kill the three unarmed Indians 
who had been taken into custody as hostages under the protection 
of the white flag. One Indian was killed, but in the dark and con- 
fosion the other two escaped unhurt. ' ?  While this fight was going 
On, Black Hawk (wholly ignorant that host.ilities had begun, and 
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not even anticipating any) was at his camp at the time entertainin 
g a number of his Pottawatomie friends *with a feast on dog meat, 

" The retreating Indians, " says GOT. Reynolds, ( (  had almost 
reached Black Hawk's camp, where the feast was broken up b Y 
the whooping, yelling Indians with the whites at their heels, ~ h ,  
uproar alarmed Black Hawk and the Indians the feast, and they, 
in a hasty, tumultuous' manner, snatched up their arms, mounted 
their horses and rushed out in all the fury of a mad lioness, in 
defense of their women and children. Black Hawk took a pm- 
dent and wise stand, concealing himself behind some woods, it 
being then nearly dark, and suffered the straggling forces of &j. 
Stillman to approach him, This aged warrior and his band (all he 
could muster at the moment), " continues Gov. Reynolds, L L  marched 
out from their concealment and fell with fu r j~  and hal-oc upon the 
disorderly troops of Stillman, who were scattered for lniles over the 
prairie. It was a crisis -they fought in defense of all they held 
most sacred on earth. Black Hawk turned the tide of war and 
chased the whites with great fury." Such were the circumstances 
under which the first blood in the Black Hawk war was shed, and 
the battle became known as " Stillman's Defeat." 

Emboldened by his brilliant success in this engagement, and 
finding that he would not be permitted to capitulate, he sent out 
his war parties, removed his women and children up Rock Eiver, 
and a regular border war was commenced. The murders which his 
men committed upon the frontier settlers naturally increased the 
alarm throughout the state, additional volunteers rushed to the seat 
of war, and the commanding general commenced his military o p r -  
atians for a regular campaign. One of Black Hawk's war parties, 
striking across the country southeast fi-om Sycamore Creek, fell 
upon the Hall family at the mouth of Indian Creek, on Fox River, 
a few miles above Ottawa, and most brutally murdered them all 
except two girls, whom they carried off into captivity. At this 
time there were a few infant settlements, above Ottawa, an6 lp@n 
the Du Page Eivei=, at Naperville, and along Hickoq Creek that 
empties into the Des Plaines, near the present city of Joliet. There 
were no people living nearer those neighborhoods, south and east, 
than the settlements in Vermilion county. Hence, the endangered 
settlements looked in this direction as the speediest source of relief 
The reader will bear in mind that in those days there were no means 
of quick transmission of intelligence, and that the people in this 
part of the state (beyond a few who took the Springfield papers 
may have known that Black Hawk was again in Illinois) had no 
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knowledge of the hostile acts which we have enumerated until in- 
formed in the following manner: Mr. Kingsbury was conducting 

services in the upper story of Cunningham's store (which 
ms for such as well as for court purposes). The inhabitants 
of the Fox E v e r  country and Hickory Creek were fleeing from - - 
their homes, says the Rev. R. 8. Beggs, in his interesting book, 
through fear of the dreaded enemy. They came with their cattle 
and horses, some bare-headed and others bare-footed, crying, i L  the 
Indians ! '' " the Indians ! " Those that were able hurried on with 

speed for Danville. Two or three of them, one without a hat, 
found their way to Danville, and on that bright sabbath day, all 
breathless with fatigue and fear, alarmed the town and broke up 
Mr. Kingsbury's meeting' with the dreadful stories. Fast on this 
came the word that St,illlnan had been defeated. This wa,s soon 

into rumors, supposed at the time to be well grounded, 
that all of the white troops had been killed or scattered, and that 

of the Indians, having joined Bla,ek Hawk's victorious warriors, 
vould soon be down upon us, destroying? burning a.nd killing in 
erery direction. 

True there mas, as it was afterward learned, no cause for all of 
this alarm ; but at the time the people acted in the full belief that the 
hour was one of extremest peril. The flying fugitives must be re- 
lieved at once from the murderous pursuit of the Indians. Not a 
moment was to be lost. A call was made for a forlorn force to 
go to their assistance. '( Volunteers were called for, and in less 
than two hours," says Col. Othneal Gilbert, ( (  thirty-one of us were 
ready and on the march to save the settlers." The fa.rnilies of the 
advance expedition hastily cooked them some provisions ; shot-guns, 
squirrel-rifles, flint-lock muskets, and other inferior weapons, were 
got together hastily, with which the company were armed. Those 
rho  had no horses were promptly provided by other citizens, who 
cheerfully loaned them. A meeting was held by the members of 
the company for the election of ofhers, as was customary in all 
rolunteer expeditions, and commanders chosen for the occasion 
without regard to the position they may have held in the regularly 
enrolled militia. Dan Beckwith, major of the Vermilion county 
militia, was elected captain, and by three o'clock in the afternoon 
the men were on the way toward Joliet. Night overtook them at  
Biebell's Crossing of the North Fork, where they went into camp. 
The nest morning they went out upon the great prairie, and in the 
COUse of the day got between the retreating families, which they 
met coming this way, and the Jndians, who were supposed to be 
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in close pursuit. After passing the fugitives, and seeing no 
of Indians, they pursued their course northward still farther for 
several hours, when they deflected their line of march more to the 
west, crosbing the Iroquois near Spring Creek, that being the more 
direct route to Hickory Creek. They went into camp late, at the 
close of a hard day's march. During the next day they crossed the 
Kankakee Eiver, near the present city of that name, and held their 

- 

way toward the settlements supposed to be in the greatest danger. 
Hoping still to render assistance to other settlers, or rescue their . 

property. They went on to Hickory Creek, and scoured the country 
and groves in that .  direction. They saw. nobody, white or red, ex. 

.cept some Pottawatomies along the Kankakee, who mere friendly 
, a i d  personally known to the officers and. many of t,he men. 

. from the fatigue and privations endured, the Inen met with no 
- 

incident or loss going or coming. However, the! were very near 
one of Black Hawk's war parties? secreted, as they afterward learned, 
in a grove - supposed from its description t.0 be " the twelve mile 
grove." One evening Dr. Fithian and George Beckwith were sent 
out as spies to reconnoiter this grove, with inst.ructiolls to return to - 

a designated spot, where it  was intended the company should go 
into camp for the night. The dusk had fallen as the spies were per- 
forming the work assigned. They approached quite near the groFe, 
when, from some cause they could not explain, their horses were 
seized with a fright that rendered then1 entirely beyond the control 
of their riders. They became frantic at every effort to urge them 
forward. By this time it was so dark that the scouts deeming it 
imprudent to penetrate the grove, returned toward the place vhere 
they expected to find their comrades. The latter were alarmed at 
the protracted absence of their scouts, not knowing what had be 
come of them ; and as they approached, the sound of their horses' 
feet aroused the camp, now all strung with a sense of danger. "Tho 
goes there ? " rang out in the still night air. Dr. Fithian says that 
immediately on hearing the challenge, his ear also caught the click- 
ing sound of the guns as they were being cocked all along the line, 
a few rods in front of them. He  answered, quickly as he could, 
in  a choking way, " friends !" to which the reply instantly followed: 
" If friends, advance at once and give the counter-sign, or we gl 
blow you to h-1." 

Dr. Fithian tells the writer that Major Beckwith interviewed Black 
Hawk after the war, at Jefferson's barracks, while the latter was held 
a prisoner. Black Hawk there told the Major that a band of his 
warriors had been watching the movements of Beckwith's men dm 
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~g the day, and that they were secreted in the grove named on the 
evening that Fithian and his companion reconnoitered it. The details 

here of the first expedition that went out in the Black Hawk 
,r is taken froin the accounts given to the writer by Alvan Gilbert, 
whose lamented death is only of recent occurrence, Dr. William 
Fithian and Samuel Russell, who still survive. They all actively par- 
ticipated in the events respectively narrated by them. The eminent 
standing of these gentlemen is so well known that any comments of 
the writer would be superfluous. 

In the meantime, while the advance corps were out, the Vermil- 
ion county militia were concentrated at Danville, and put -upon the 
march. Previous to this Col. Isaac PI. Moores had been notiCued by 
Gov. Reynolds to have his regiment, the Vermilion county militia, - 
in readiness, in the event their services should be required. No 
marching orders had been given, and no intimation of hostilities had 
been received. Immediately on the alarm the volunteers got in 
readiness, and Col. Hubbard furnished several four-horse wagons, 
loaded with provisions, for their subsistence. The force consisted of 
three hundrd mounted men. Every part of the county was repre- 
sented in this body by. many of it,s best citizens,- Col. Hubbard 
among the number,-under command of Col. &Ioores, John H. Mur- 
phy aet.ing as his Aide. Many names of these patriotic citizen-sol- 
diers will be found in the several township histories and biographical 
sketches, prepa,red by other writers. The route of the regiment was 
by way of " I3ubbard3s trace " to his trading-post on t,he Iroq~~ois,  and 
from thence northwest by another Indian trail to Joliet. The first night 
out the regiment encamped a t  Bicknell crossing. The nest morning, 

- 

after they had gotten well out on the prairies, they saw ahead of 
them Major Beckwith's command, filing over the dividing ridge, on 
their return. The meeting was very cordial on both sides. Most of 
Beckwith's company fell right in with the regiment and went on. A 
few others, Beckwith a,mong them, returned to Danville to see their 
families for a moment, when they hastened baclr, overtook and joined 
the regiment. From Joliet Cspt. Morgan L. P a ~ n e ,  and his com- 
mand, were dispatched north some thirty miles on Du Page River, 
with instructions to there erect a block-house and protect property 
which had been abandoned by the inhabitants in their flight. C O ~ .  
Noores also comlnenced a fortification at  Joliet, and was prosecuting 
this work when his colnmal~d was ordered to Ottawa, the headquar- 
ters of Gen. Atkinson. By this time a much larger force of volun- 
teers had been nlustered in than the state needed. Black Hawk's 
hdians, except a few straggling war parties, were being closely pur- 
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sued up Fox River toward the Four Lakes country, as the little lakes 
in the vicinity of Madison, Wisconsin, were then called. There rvas 
no use or room for any more troops, and Col. Moores' regiment was 

t discharged and, except Payne's command, allowed immediately to 
return home. 

The writer will relate a few incidents, the first as told by col, 
Hubbard and Dr. Fithian. As the regiment was moving from 
Joliet to Ottawa, Dr. Fithian, Bolilvin, Col. Hubbard and several 
others struck across the prairie. in advance of the t,roops, Hubbard 
leading the way, as he was well acquainted with the country. on 
t l~ei r  way they saw a place where the grass was disturbed, as if by 
parties who had followed a course nearly at right angles to the dire& 
tion I-Iubbard's squad was pursuing. The latter at once followed 
this trail, while the regiment, whidl hacl now come up, mas halted. 
Soon a pair of saddle-bags was found, then a prayer book, then2 
miniature portrait. The tall grass was bent and broken down, as if 
a fearful struggle had taken place. A camp kettle was picked up, 
and just beyond the mutilated remains of a white man. The bodp 
was that of the Dunkard and itinerant preacher, Payne, a man well 
known to the early settlers between the Wabash and Illinois Rivers. 
as a harmless and eccentric religions enthusiast. He had left the 
vicinity of Naperville having no fears of the Indians, -whom he said 
would do him no harm. When his friends tried to dissuade him 
from crossing the county at such a dangerous time, he said, even if 
the Indians should show an unfriendly disposition, his fine graj 
mare could outrun any Indian pony. H e  was mistaken ; for falling 
in with one of Black Hawk's war parties, he was by then1 most foully 
murdered. The Indians scalped off his long flowing white beard, 
which extended quite to his loins, and fastened it to a pole. On the 
top of the pole, stuck upright in the ground, they fastened a whisp 
of grass, pointing in the direction they had gone. The beard and 
the grass waved defiantly, as much as to say, L L  We killed this man* 
This is our trail. If you white people do not like it, just come on 
and help yourselves if you can." 

Capt. Payne, according to instructions, built a fort and block- 
house not a great way from Naperville, and inclosed them with 
about one ha.lf acre of gro~md, with a palisade about ten feet high- 
The fort was erected about forty rods from the Du Page River? 
short distance west of a large spring. The day after the company 
arrived at Naperville, Williarn Brown and a boy some fifteen yean 
old were detailed to. go with a wagon to Butterfield's pasture, some 
two miles from camp, and bring in a lot of clapboards that had been 
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made there by some citizen before the Indian disturbances. A party 
of five Indians fired upon Brown and the boy. Brown was killed 

scalped, the boy escaped to the camp. The Indians captured 
the wagon and horses. They cut the harness to pieces, and ran the 
wagon against a tree, and broke one of the fore wheels. It was the 
only wagon the company had. I t  was mended by Leander Rutledge, 
and the harness was repaired by somebody else of the company, and 
both were brought home. The horses, which. were the property of 
Peleg Spencer, sr., were taken off by the Indians. young Brown 
was the only person from this county killed by the enemy. H e  was 
the son of a widow lady living near Kyger's Mill. The inhabitants 
about Naperville had fled, seemingly with great precipitat.ion, aban- 
doning their property. Mr. Naper had left his store unlocked, with 
8 large quant.ity of goods inside. Cattle and other live stock were 
roaming about. Mr. Samuel Russell who was assisting in the quar- 
termaster's department, informs the writer that Payne7s command, 
aswell as the other companies of the regiment in charge of Col. 
&ores, would take cattle as their necessities required, and issue 
requisitions for future payment when the owners might be found. 
Some seventy women and children, who had escaped to Chicago on 
the first attack from the Indians, when t.he cholera broke out in 
Chicago, were conducted back to Wa,perville, and placed within the 
fort for safety. Within a short time after the discharge of Col. 
Moores? forces, Capt. Payne's command was also relieved, when 
they returned home, after an absence of between thirty and forty 
days. For the account here given of the lnovernents of Capt. Payne 
the miter is indebted to Leander Rutledge and Greenville Graves, 
both members of Payne's company, and still living. 

The early citizens of Vermilion county and Danville, like the 
present inhabitants, were not* lacking in enterprise. We will give a 
few illustrations in support of this assertion. On the 3d of January, 
1831, they me~norialized the governor to secure the location of a gov- 
ernment land office at Danville. The land ofice was secured. Samuel 
McBoberts was the first receiver and J. C. Alexander the register. The 
land office remained at Danville for a period of nearly twenty-five 
Years, and contributed largely toward attracting settlers to the county. 
In1833 a postal route mas established from Chicago, via Dand le ,  to 
Vincennes, and in 1836 from Danville, via Decatur, to Springfield; 
and inthe same year another postal route was secured from Danville 
to Ottawa, and a fourth route from Indianapolis, via Danville (Indi- 
ana), Rockville, Montezurna and Newport, to Danville. A few years 
later 811 another mail route was established between Springfield and 
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La Fayette, via Danville. In  this way was Danville and the county 
connected with the principal mail routes through the forethonght 
and energy of her citizens. The reader will bear in mind that 
county and city labored under serious disadvantages as long as the 
water or river routes were the only highways of commerce. Being 
'back from the Wabash our farmers and the business men in 
were compelled to take their products to river towns and haul all 
merchandise and other commodities back. The whole country as far 

west as the Sangamon was thus rnade tributary to and wholly de. 
pendent upon La Fay ette, At  tica, Covington, Perryrille, Eugene and 
Clinton for their supplies. I t  was not until after the modern system 
of transportation by railroads was successfully inaugurated that we 
were released from our bondage to the Wabash river or the canal 

alongside of it. Had the people been less enterprising it is 
doubtful if their condition to-day would have been any better, and 
that railways were'not sooner secured was only because the country 
was not then sufficiently developed to justify a construction of these 
costly highways. 8 

First the Danville people tried to slack-water the Vermilion and 
render it navigable to its mouth. Failing in this, they petitioned 
congress, in company with citizens of other cmnties, as ezrly as 1831 
to grant' a strip of land between Vincennes and Chicago for a rail- 
road. I n  1835 a charter was secured for the Chicago & Vincennes 
Railway, and among the charter members appear the names of Gur- 
don S. Hubbard (who a few years before had taken up his residence 
at  Chicago), John H. Murphy and Isaac R. Moores, of Danville. 
The same year a charter was secured for a railroad from Quincy to 
the Indiana state line in the direction of La Fayette, via Springfield, 
Decatur and Danville, under the name of the "Northern Cross Rail- 
road." This is now none other than the great Wabssh. 

THE GREAT TVBBASH. 

at this time our county was ably represented in the legislature 
bg Dr. Fithian. H e  predicted the financial ruin that would surely 
overwhelm the state if the legislature persisted in its wild scheme of 
general internal improvements -a project with which the people of 
the state then sdemed infatuated. When hc saw he could not pre- 
vent the plan from being carried into effect, and that the public 
money was going to be wasted, anyway, he skillfully managed that 
work should begin at once on that pert of the "Northern Cross" 
running through his county. Accordingly, a large portion of the 
$1,800,000 appropriated to the Northern Cross 7 7  was expended 
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1837, 183s and 1839 in grading the road-bed from the Champaign 
line east to the Vermilion, and in the heavy cuts and Ells 

adjacent to that stream, and in erecting the three large abutments of 
piers standing in or near the river itself. Thus the heaviest and 

expensive part of the road east of the Sangamon was practi- 
cally finished before the " crash" came, which put an end to the 
i t  system.v Here matters rested until 1853, when the project of 
es$nding the railroad from Decatur east across the state was again 
taken up. The heavy work previously done by the state in Vermilion 
county was too valuable to be thrown away. I t  was the lodestone 
that the iron rails to Danville. This is not all; another rail- 
road corporation was building a line from Toledo up the B1aume.e 
and down the Wabash. Its projectors had intended, originally, to 
keep down on the east side of the Wabash, through Covington, and 

their St. Louis connection by way of Paris. Luckily its pro- 
jectors met the parties who were extending the Great Western rail- 
road -as the new organizat,ion was called - in New Pork, and 
learning that the latter road was assured of an early completion to 
Dm~ille the former corporation changed their rcute and crossed 
the Wabash at Attica and came on to Danville. The writer may 
state. what he knows to be true, that it was the intention of the 
%&ash road to make Danville its terminal point. T h e  did in fact 
operate the section between Danville and the state line for a spell, 
in conformity with its agreement. The two corporations disagreed 
about a trivial matter, when the Wabash company withdrew to the 
state line, cornpelling the Great Western to follow them. Here they 
rema,ined for eight years, and until the consolidation of the two 
mads in 1865, when Danville again became the end of a running 
division. 

. 
The first engine that ever ran into Danville was The Pioneer. 

It crossed the bridge over the Vermilion River in the latter part of 
October, 1856. The writer had the satisfaction of riding over on the 
engine with the engineer. The connection with the Wabash con- 
struction train was made some five miles northeast of Danville, in 
xakemson's timber, one cold drizzly day well on toward the last 
of November. The writer was on the ground, as were a large num- 
b ~ $  other citizens, to see the last spike driven. The next day the 
mabash engines were in our town, waking up its quiet streets to 
new life and busy stir, which has since continued with an ever in- 
creasing activity. 
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CHICAGO 62 EASTERN ILLINOIS. 

Although this is a comparatively new road it must not be pre 
sumed that cnnsequently it should -be placed among' the list of unim- 
portant lines, for just the very opposite is the fact. However much 
older roads have assumed in the credit of opening UP and developing - this part of the state, no less can, in justice, be said of the line uuder 
consideration. Let any one take a map of eastern Illinois published 

to 1870, and he will observe that muchof what is now hewn 
a p  the most desirable portio~ls of the state was entirely mitilout yd- 
road facilities. Sorne places through which this line now passes mere 
forty mfles from a railroad station. ' I t  will therefore be seen under 
what disadvantages this part of the country laborecl, and a good 
reason ~$11  easily be discovered for its tardy development. Then, 
also, the country including this county a,nd much more valuable 
country was cut off entirely from comlnunication with the great me- 
tropolis of the west, Chicago. It is, tllerefore, not surprising that 

- 

so complete and prosperous a road as the Chicago & Eastern 111inois 
railroad should be built up in eight years, for its construction was 
an urgent necessity, and it takes no philosopher to comprehend that 
the causes which led to the building of the road will ultimately 
make it the most important line passing through this section. while 
numberless roads have been projected, and many built, in different 
portions of the state,whereoer local pride or an itching for speculation 
could secure the needed aid, with few exceptions they hare not only 
proved failures, but have bankrupted and disgusted their patrons. 
This line, however,unlike nearly all born under the peculiar law passed 
by the Illinois legislature but a short time before, has gradually fiom 
the first gained in public faror, and though it received large donations 
from the townships through which it was built, there are few persons, 
and perhaps none, who regret having aided so worthy an enterprise. 

The leading citizens of this county had long felt the necessitr of 
a direct outlet for travel and commercial purposes with Chicago, and 
to that end, in 1868, a bill was passed by the legislature which an- 
thorized the townships through which it was proposed to run, t~ 
vote bonds in aid of its construction. Among the prominent ones in 
this county who interested themselves in the project were John L* 
Tincher, H. W. Beckwith and Alvan Gilbert. It was through 
Tincher's influence that the charter was obtained. The people gen- 
erally in the eastern part of the county were interested and anxious 
for the success of the enterprise. Danville township voted $72,000 
for the construction of the road, and $75,000 for the erection of the 
car-shops, which are located at that dty. Ross township also voted 
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224,000, and Grant 81S.000. I n  1871 the road was conipleted to 
 rill^. J. E. young. of Chicago: was the contractor, and built 
a, road. The road was originallp bonded for ~5,000,000, which 
represents the supposed ralue at that time, but in consequence of 

great in all stocks about that time and since: its actual 
,alne is probablr s o m e ~ h a t  less at present. In  IS74 the company 

+ of a receirer, in the failed, and the propert? rras placed in the hand: 
of Gen. A. Anderson. who continued to manage the aRairs 

,f the line nntil IS;;. On the 17th of April of the rear named the 
road Kas sold to a neTT corporation for 51.450,00il. The present 
,Eeials of the nev- corporation are F. TT-. Huidekoper, of >lead\-ilk: 
pennsFlral~ia. president : Thomas K. Sllannon, of Xerr Tork. -rice- 

-1. S. Dunham, seeretar!-: -J. C. Callloun, treasurer: 0. 
S. Lrford. general superinteliderlt : Evbert F0rs.r-th. general freight 
agent. Mr. Dunham has been connected ~ i t h  the road ever since 
the forlna~ion of the first colnpanr. Nr. J. G. English, of the 
c i t ~  of Danrille. is a member of the board of directors. . 

In IS;? tlie cornpan- then in exisrenee .began the construction of 
a branch from Eismark. in Terrell tomship. to Brazil. Indiana. The 
road is coml~letecl and in running orcler to the coal-fields in Fountain 
c o n n t ~ .  

The machine-shops referred to hare been bnilt in the nortlleastern 
part of the c i t ~  of Dand le :  and are in successt*~ll operation. ernplo~- 
ing about t ~ o  hundred hands. 

The -dole enterprise may now be said to he on a svlid basis. and 
s~stematicall- and successfull- conducted. Large expenditures are 
being made for repairs and for the purchase of nerr material and steel 
rails. The business of the line. through the discreet management 
of its present oEcers. and b ~ -  a liberal course t v ~ i ~ r d  its patrons, is 
already TerF large and rapid1~- increasing. 

vithout taking up space to note tile X I I ~ ~ J -  preliininary meetings, 
conferences, etc., co~eriing a period of four or fire rears. in which 
manj  citizens of D a n d l e  spelli a good deal of time and rnoner 
in aid of tile * '  Indianapolis, Crawfordsrille ck Danrille." and the 
, , 
''Dan~ille. Urbana, Eloomington & Pekin " railroads. we lnay sa-y 
that the first was extended as far vest as Crad'ordsrille i a ~ e  in the 
Sear 1869, ~ ~ h i l e  the latter was completed from Pekin to Danrille in 
January- l % O .  Trains ran from D a n d l e  to Pekin for a period of 
some nine months. In  the meantime the gap between Cradords- 
d e  and Danrille was closed up. The connection of the rails was 
made on the prairie some eight miles east of Danrille in September: 
lSQ and through trains were put upon the road shortly afterward. 

D 
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In November of the following year the route from the Ohio 
at Evansville to Lake Michigan, at Chicago, was established by the 

" - 

completion of the Evansville, Terre Haute & Chicago and Chicago, 
Danville & Vincennes railroad lines. Within the next year the 
La Fayette, Bloomington &- Muncie railroad was extended across 
the northern part of our county, connecting that most enterprising 
portion of our population with an eastern outlet for the products 
of their well-tilled and bountiful fields. 

Another enterprise in the way of railroad transportation deserves 
special rnention, not so much for the encouragement it received from 
citizens of the county, as for the pluck and persistent efforts of its 
projectors in putting through an enterprise in the face of the most 
discouraging obstacles. We allude to the " narrow-gauge," built 
almost entirely through the unai-ded efforts of Mr. Gifford, and the 
Penfield  rodh hers, of Rantoul. This line opens up to market a 
wide belt of rich agricultural country, extending the entire width 
of our county; and the annual shipments of live stock and grain 
would astonish citizens, i f '  they would take the pains to consult the 
statistics of the business of this coinpany, and see the enormous 
tonnage of this seemingly little, though important line. 

To the above railroad lines has been added still another,-largely 
aided by local subscription,- the Paris & Danville, giving the 
southern townships of the county long needed facilities. 

Here, then, we have Vermilion county traversed east aud west 
by no less than four of these great and indispensable arteries of 
communication, and by another trunk line traversing the entire 
length of the county north and south, iliaking in all over one hun- 
dred and thirty miles of completed track within the limits of the 
county, which is only twentytwo miles broad by forty-two miles 
long. There are few, very few, other counties in the state so abun- 
dantly supplied with railroad facilities as Vermilion, vet the enter- 
prise of our people is not supplied; their demands require still 

. more railroads ; and the writer here predicts the early coinpletion 
of two other wads, one from the southwest p a ~ t  of the count?, 
putting Sidell and Carroll townships in coinlnunication with the 
focal system at Danville ; and the other- a branch line -from 
Marysville to Danville. Then every part of the county will be 
connected -without more than one transfer -wit11 Chicago, Toledo, 
Indianapolis, Evansville, Cairo, Cincinnati and St. Louis, and through 
these with all the tide-water ports of the Gulf and the Atlantic. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH XEGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS. 

CONTRIBUTED BY CAPTAIN ACHILLES MARTIN. . 

The 25th Ill. Val. Inf., three companies of which (A, B and D) 
were from Vermilion county, was organized in Vermilion county, 
June 1, 1861, and mustered into service at St. Louis, Missouri, 
~ ~ g ~ s t  4, 1861, and from there transported by rail to Jefferson 
City, Missouri, and thence to Sedalist, Missouri, and marched to 

U ' 

springfield, Missouri, under Gen. Fremont, in pursuit of Gen. 
Price's army, and from thence to Rolla, Missouri, where, with- a 
portion of Fremont's army, it  spent the early part of the winter 
of 1861 and 1862, but returned to Springfield, Missouri, in Feb- 
ruary, 1869, under comniarid of Gen. Siegel, and pursued Gen. 
Price's army to Bentonville, Arkansas, where, on the 6th: 7th and 
8th of March, 1862, the memorable battle of "Pea Ridge" was 
foug$t. The 25th Reg., having been held in support until early 
morn of the third clay, took the front under the immediate com- 
mand of Gen. Siegel, in support of the artillery which opened the 
engagement. After a fierce contest wit11 grape, canister and shell 
at short range, the enemy's batteries were silenced, and the mem- 
orable order, " Up, %th, 3Iinntes ! Col. Minutes ! " was given by 
Gen. Siegel in person, and the next moment the regiment, under 
the most terrific fire of inuslietry, with other troops, charged the 
enemy in a thick wood, where, after a fierce and deadly contest, the 
enemj's lines gace way, and the whole army mas soon in full 
retreat, and thus was victory brought out of what but a few hours 
before was considered, by the general commanding. a defeat. The 
regiment was highly complimented for its gallantry in this (its first) 
engagement. Tlien, in connection with the army, it took up the line 
eastward, where, after a long and tedious march: it arrived at Bates- 
~ille, in Arkansas, and was there detached from the army, and, with 
nine other regiments under command of Gen. Jeff. C. Davis, inarched 
eastward to Cape Girardeau, JIissouri, a distance of two hundred and 
fifiy miles in nine days, having made an average of about twenty- 
eight miles per day. The regiment then, by river transportation, 
joined Gen. Halleck's army in the siege of Corinth, 3Iississippi, 
which place was soon evacuated by the enemy; and after a short 
stay in &fississippi marched eastward under command of Gen. Buell 
by Way of Nashville, Tennessee, to Louisville, Kentucky, a distance 
of nearly five hundred miles, in the month of August, in the most 
extreme heat and drouth. Here a few days were spent in reorgan- 
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izing the army, when it was ordered in pursuit of Gen. Braggys 
army, then invading Kentucky. Later, the battle of Perryville, 
Chaplain Hills, was fought between a portion of the t,wo armies, 
wherein the 25th Reg., and more than sixty thousand other well- 
quipped soldiers, were compelled to act as spectators in the slaugh- 
ter of a portion of our army under command of Gen. Illccook, 
because, the general commanding said, that jY!cCook had brouEllt 

" 
on the engagement without his orders. After this battle the repi- 
ment returned to Nashville, Tennessee, and Gen. Rosecrans put in 
command of the army then known as the a r m y  of the ~ ~ m b ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ,  
which remained at Nashville until the last of December, 1862. wlc2n 
it was advanced to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and inet the enemv 
under command of Gen. Bragg at Stone Itiver, Tennessee, on tie 
30th of December, 1862, and at the dawning of the 31st the enenlv .I 

attacked in great force. Tlie 25th Reg. being in the unfortunate 
right wing of our army, was soon sharply engaged, when the charge 
grew fierce and deadly. The line on the left of the 25th gave way, U I 

and being fiercely assailed in front and left, the regiment .n.as corn- 
pelled to change'front under a most withering fire. Here the color- 
bearer was stricken down and the flag lay on the ground, when Col. 
Williams, of the regiment (than whom no more worthy patriot has 
died): raised the colors with his own hands, and having ixdieated 
the new line to be furined, he planted the flag firmly, and uttered in 
loud tones his living and dying words : & '   boy^, we! will plant the 
$uy here and rally arou+d i t ,  nnd heye 2ce will die!' '  The nest 
moment, with flag-staff in hand, he fell. The regiment, after twice 
repulsing the enemy in fiont, finding itself flanked 011 both right 
an'd left, retired from its position ancl fell to the rear, learing more 
than one-third of its number dead and wounded on the field. The 
enemy was finally checked; and the battle contirlued sullenl- ~lntil 
the 2d of January, 1863, when Gen. Breckenridge made his cele- 
brated assault on the left wing of our ariny. The charge was brill- 
iant beyond comparison. The shock of battle was terrific. Our 
left was broken, defeated and driven back. Fresh troops were in 
like manner swept away like chaff before the wind. Fifty pieces of 
artillery were brought to bear on the enemy's right. The earth 
trembled and shook as a leaf in the storm beneath the iron man- 
sters, as they poured their storm of death into the advancing col- 
umn, and yet their onward march was as the march of destiny, 
until the shout from Gen. Negley rang out - L L  Who'll save the 
left ? " & '  The 19th Ill.," was the reply -the 25th Ill. being 
close in their support. They did save the left, and the 95th-held 
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the front thus carried until the retreat of the enemy, while the 
heaps of the enemy's dead testified to gallantry worthy of a better 

The regiment, in connection with the army, next marched 
in pursuit of Gen. Bragg's army till it reached the Tennessee 

Riser, near Stevenson, Alabama. To cross this river in the face of 
the enelny and lay the pont,oon bridge was given in charge of this 
regiment alone ; consequently, at early morn our shore was lined 
;ith skir~llisher~ and a battery of artillery, while the regiment em- 
barked in pontoon boats and rowed away to the opposite shbre a 
mile 'distant, drove the enemy back, laid t,he bridge and was cross- 
ing the entire army over by eleven o'clocli a.x. The sight of this 
little circumstance was extremely grand, but the danger great. The 
regiment next crossed over Sand Mountain and Lookout Moulitain 
and entered into the oalle)-, a,gain engaging the enemy in the terri- 
ble battle of Chickamauga,, Georgia, where itzleft more than two- 
thirds of its number among the dead and wounded on the field, all 
of whom fell into the hands of the enemy. This battle, for severity, 
sta,nds second to none in the history of the war, and no regiment in 
the enga.gegement suffered greater loss than the 25th Ill. The regi- 
ment was nest called to meet the enemy at the battle of Chattanooga, 
under command of Geil. U. S. Grant, 'and when the order came to 
et,orm Mission Ridge, the 95th Reg. was assigned the front, or skir- 
mish line, where it advanced slowly until within a few rods of the 
enemy's guns, when, with a simultaneous charge, in connection with 
the 35tll Ill., carried the enemy's works, captured their batteries, 
broke their lines on Mission Ridge, and made way for a magnifi- 
cent victory. Along the entire line here again the carnage was great, 
b u t  the achierenlents brilliant in the extreme. The regiment was. 
then ordered to east. Tennessee, where it spent the minter in various 
unimportant campaigns, and in the spring of IS64 rejoined the Army 
of the Cumberland, near Chattanooga, under command of Gen. 
Sherman, and started on that memorable campaign to Atlanta, 
Georgia, at which place it terminated its service returned home 
to be must,ered out. 

During the months of this campaign, the endurance of both offi- 
cers and men of the regiment was taxed to its utmost - it was one 
long and tedious battle, often violent and destructive, then slow and 
sullen, both a.rmies seeking advantage by intrenching, rnanceuvering, 
flanking and by sudden and by desperate charges, the 25th Ill. bear- 
ing its equal burden of the toils, the dangers and losses, as will more 

appear from the following order or a.ddress, delivered by Col. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



358 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

W. H. Gibson, commanding the brigade, on its taking leave of the 
army, at  Atlanta, Georgia, August 20, 1864, to wit: 

c 6  Soldiers of the Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteers : As your term of 

three years' service has expired, and you are about to proceed to your 
state to be mustered out, i t  is fitting and proper that the colonel corn- 
manding should express to each and all his earnest thanks for the 
cheerful manhood with which, during the present campaign, you have 
submitted to every hardship, overcome every difficulty, and for the 
magnificent heroism with which you have met and vanquished the 
foe. Your deportment in camp has been worthy true soldiers, while 
your conduct in battle has excited the admiration of your ~ 0 1 n p a n i ~ ~ ~  
in arms. Patriotic thousands and a noble state will give you a recep 
tion worthy of your sacrifice and your valor. You have done ysur 
duty. The men who rallied under the starry emblem of our nation- 
ality at Pea Ridge, Corinth, Chaplain Hills, Stone River, Chicka- 
mauga, Mission Eidge, Noonday Creek, Pinetop l\Iountain, Eenesaw 
Mountain, Chattahoochee, Peach Tree Creek and Atlanta having 
made history for all time and coming generations to admire, your 
services will ever be gratefully appreciated. Officers and soldiers, 
farewell. May God guarantee to each health, happiness and usefol- 

. ness in coming life, and may our country soon merge from the gloom 
of blood that now surrounds it and again enter upon a career of 
progress, peace and prosperity. " 

THIRTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS. 

CONTRIBUTED BY GEN. 6. C. BLACK. 

This regiment was recruited in the counties of Lake, La Salle, 
McHenry, >$clean, Cook, Vermilion and Bock Island, and was or- 
ganized at Chicago, and mustered into the United States service on 
the 18th of September, 1861. Its colonel was Julius White, since 
major-general ; its major was J. C. Black, now of Danville, Illinois, 
who recruited and took to camp Co. K from Vermilion county. The 
muster role of Co. K showed representatives from many of the old 
families of Vermilion county : Fithian, Bandy, English, Morgan, 
Clapp, Brown, Henderson, Allison, Conover, Black, Culbertson, 
Johns, Canaday, Lamm, Myers, Payne, Songer, Thrapp, Delay, 
Folger, Gibson, Liggett, and others. Some of these representatives 
died in service ; some returned home full of the honors of a well- 
rendered service, and are to-day prominent among our business and 
professional men. Peter Walsh, the late prosecuting attorney; 
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William P: Black, of Chicago; William M. Bandy, editor of the 
c r ~ ~ ~ t ? ~  Danville ; W. H. Fithian, of Fithian, Illinois ; George H. 
Xngli&, and many are farming in this vicinity. These are of the 
living. Among the dead we recall Fitzgeral, Marlatt, Reiser, snider, 
Adkins, Barnard, Hyatt, He~lderson, Stute, Brewer? Conover: George 
Johns and Jas. Culbertson. These died without fear and without 
reproach- 

THE LEFT wliYG O F  THE ~ ? I T R  ILLINOIS REGINENT AT PEA RIDGE. 

Co. K. was distinctively the boys' company ; its recruits were 
most of them under age at the time of enlistment. In  the Memorial 
Hall at Springfield, Illinois, are found only two captured flags; one 
was taken from the Mexicans at Buena Vista, the other was taken 
from the rebels at the battle of Pea Ridge by the 37th Ill. Vol. Inf. 
"The boys " did their share wherever they went. Mustered into 
service on the 18th of September, they entered the Department of 
the Missouri the next day, and took part in Hunter's campaign 
against Price in southwestern Missouri, marching to Springfield and 
back to Laurine Caulmint. In  the dead of winter, breaking up their 
encampment, they joined in Pope's campaign against the guerrillas. 
In the spring of 1862 the.37th set out on the route for northwestern 
Arkansas, and participated in the bloody battle of Pea Ridge on the 
6th, 7th aud 8th of March, which raged with especial fury on the 
f- 
ith, near Lee town, when the 37th received the charge of McCul- 
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lough7s and McIntosh7s column, and when in thirty minutes it lost 
one hundred and twenty Inen out of an effective present force of 

seven hundred and fifty ; but the. charge was broken, and the enemy 
withdrew. 

After this battle Gen. Custer was ordered to Batesville and 
Helena with the entire force, except the 37th Ill., one battalion of 

the 1st Mo. Cac., and one section of the Peoria battery ; and until 
June this force was kept in the extreme front in the enemy's coun- 
try, fifty-five miles in advance of any assistance, feeling the pulse of 
rebeldom, beating daily in this its farthest extremity. Marching and 
counter-marching over one hundred miles frontage of mountainous 
region, ambushed ancl bushwhacked day and night. it kept the flag 
at  the front, and always flying. In  the summer of 1862 the 37th 
joined tile larger forces. I t  bore its share in the ~narches and sbr- 
mishes in southwestern 3Iiesouri, and finally, on the 7th day of De- 
cember, assisted in the terrible fight and brilliant victory at Prairie 
Grove, where, in the capture of a battery and the assault upon the 
enemy in their chosen position, the 37th, reduced to three hundred 
and fifty men, lost seventy-eight killed and wounded ; but thev took 
the battery. It returned to St. Louis from there, and were sent to 
Cape Girardeau, whence it started after Gen. Marmaduke, over- 

. taking him on the banks of the St. Francis River at Chalk Bluffs. 
The fight at this point freed southeast Missouri of all rebel forces: 
and won for the 37th high praise in the reports of the commanding 
general. They then returned to St. Louis, and joined the forces 
under Gen. Grant, and participated in the siege of Vicksburg. 

From this time on, the path of the 37th was away from its Ver- 
milion county comrades, the %th, 35tl1, 79th, 125th Inf., 4th Cav., 
and the old 12th Reg., some of whom swung across the continent, 
via Chattanooga and Atlanta, to the sea. The 37th rna,rched to the 
south ; ' i t  fought and bea t  the rebels at Pazoo City, joined in the 
campaign after Forrest from Iklemphis, and after chasing him out of 
Tennessee via Mississippi, returned and took part in the Red E v e r  
campaign ; in the meantime bearing a light share in the fight near 
Morganzia Bend. From Duvall's Bluff the regiment was sent, I+ 
New Orleans, to Barrancas and Follard; thence to Mobile, and 
participated in the last great siege of the war, and in its last 
great battle: for L e e  surrendered at 10 o'clock A.U., and at 5-45 
P.X. of the same day the federal troops assaulted and captnred 
the Blakeley batteries. The time occupied from the firing of the b t  
gun until they were i n  possession was ten minutes ; the loss was six 
hundred men on the Union side ; ' captured, three thousand prison- 
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ers, forty-two cannons and the city of Mobile. I n  this charge the 
37th was the extreme left regiment, and Co. was the extreme left 
of the entire line, which advancing in a semicircle, struck the rebel 
works almost at the same instant along the whole front, the right 
and left being a little in the advance. After this engagement the 
37th was removed to the Department of Texas, where it remained 
until August, 1866, being among the last of the United States vol- 
unteers discharged from service. 

The 3ith veteranized in 1864. I t  was in the service five years 
from the time of recruiting ; - it marched and moved four times from 
Lake Michigall to the gulf; it moved on foot nearly six thousand 
miles, and journe~ed by water and land conveyance nearly ten thou- 
sand miles inore ; it bore its part iu thirt.een battles and skirmishes, 
and two great sieges. The survivors of Co. I< are in Oregon, Cali- 
fornia? Texas, Missouri and Illinois. They, like the vast mass of 
their fellow volunteer soldiers, are, most of thein, respected and 
useful citizens. May their age grow green and be honorable, and 
their days full of prosperity, is the wish of the chronicler. 

COSTRIBUTED l3Y \V. H. S E W L I S  AND W. R. LAWRENCE. 

Under the call of the President for three hundred thousand vol- 
unt,eers. July 6, 1862, Illinois was required to furnish nine regiments. 
Upon this call the 73d regiment was organized, of which companies 
C and E were from Vermilion county. Six days after the call, Pat- 
terson McNutt, Mark D. Hawes and Richard K. Davis began to  
recruit a company of infantry in and about Georgetown, and, soon 
after, Wilson Burroughs, Charles Tilton and David Blosser com- 
menced raising a cornpany near Fairmount. 3fcNutt7s company, 
consisting of eighty-five men, mere assembled on the 23d at George- 
town, where they were sworn in by 'Squire John Newlin. After 
this ceremony, McNutt, ~ a w e . s  an:! Davis were elected captain, first 
and second lieutenant, respectively. The next day the men went to  
they ,  the present site of Tilton, where they were furnished trans- 
portation to Camp Butler, arriving there the next morning. With 
the exception of a. few squads, this was the first coinpany in this 
camp under that call. Early in August twent7-one recruits arrived 
from Georgetown, making the total number one hundred and six. 
About this time Capt. Burroughs, having organized his company, 
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arrived with seventy men, which, being recruited from Capt. M ~ -  
Nntt's company, made their complement. 

The first military duty done at this camp was guarding 
h e  thousand prisoners, who had been captured at Fort Donelson. 

Toward the latter part of August steps were taken to organize 
the regiment, and this was accomplished on the 21st, the regiment 
numbering eight hundred and six men ; James 3'. ~ a ~ ~ e s - b ~ i ~ ~  
chosen colonel, Benjamin F. Northcott, lieutenant-colonel ; Wm. A. 
Presson, major; R. R. Randall, adjutant, and James 8. Barger, 
chaplain. This-has been known as the " preachers? regiment," on 
account of the fact that all of the principal oecers were ministers of 
the gospel. The regiment was the second mustered into service 
under the call. Of this regiment McNut.t7s company was designated 
C, and was the color company, and Burroughs' company, E. On 
the 27th the regiment was ordered to the field, and, without arms, 
they were transported to Louisville. 

The first camp was in the outskirts of Louisville, near the I,. & 
N. R.R. depot. After awhile the regiment was armed, and in the 
early part of September the camp was moved to a point some four 
miles from the city, where a dicision was formed with the 73d and 
100th 111. and the 79th and SStll Ind. as one brigade, under the com- 
mand of Col. Kirk. While in this camp? great conlrnotion was 
caused by the defeat of the Vnion troops at Richmond, Kentucky, 
and the division was ordered under arms, and made a rapid adrance 
of near a day's march? when, meeting the retreating forces, they 
returned to camp. 

About the middle of September the 73d was sent to Cincinnati, 
to assist in defending it against the threatened attack of Kirby 
Smith. The regiment returned to Louis~ille in the latter part of 
September. 1 reorganization of the a rm-  now caused the 73d to be 
brigaded with the 44th 111. and the 2d and 13th SIo., making a part 
of the di~ision under Gen. Phil Sheridan. On the 1st dav of October 
the army of one hundred thousand, under Gen. BueI1: moved from 
Louis~ille to meet Gen. Bragg. ~ h o  with Kirbr Smith was over- 
rnnning the coun t r~  in that ~ i c i n i t ~ .  The rreather vras rery hot and 
dry, and here the experience of all new regiments, of disposing of 
superfluous accoutrements such as oTercoats: knapsacks: etc., began, 
and the line of march was strewed with a rariety of handy, though 
dispensable articles. On the 8th Sheridan's division neared Doctor's 
Fork, a fine stream of water near Pen;rtille. The 1- ion soldies 
were anxious to reach this point, and the rebels xere determined to 
check their adrance. and, from a skirmish, this grew to be a despep 
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ate battle. Through some blunder the 73d was advanced nearly a 
quarter of a mile in front of the main line, up to the very jaws of a 
rebel battery, and near the columns of the main rebel infantry. In 
the nick of time it was ordered to fall back, and the rebel battery 
immediately opening upon them, they obeyed with alacrity, and 
pined the main line without serious loss. In  the fight that ensued 
the 73d was in the front line. CO.  C had in this fight about seventy 
men engaged, of whom John J. Halstead, Zimri Lewis: Josiah 
Cooper, James E. 310ore: Samuel Boen, John S. Long, F. M. 
Stevens and D. w. Doops were wounded, Cooper and Lewis subse- 
quently d-j-ing of their wounds. I n  Co. E, John 3Iurdock lost his 
life. and J. N. Dougherty and John L. Noore ae re  dangerously 
woanded. 

From here the ariny was marched to Sash-ille. which place was 
on tlle 7th of Xorember, and the arrlir ~ e n t  into camp. 

B y  this time Gen. Buell had been succeeded b~ Gen. Plosecrans. 
The ca~npaign through IIientucli~ and part of Tennessee: though 
but of five reeks' duration: was an e~entful  one to the nelI- troops. 
It had been almost a co~ltinual round of marching, counter-march- 
ing. skir~nisllinp and fighting through a rough country that had 
already been stripped of almost ererything in the shape of forage. 
This snilden baptisrli into the rugged experiences of n-ar told sad11 
upon man- n-hose lir-es had been passed in the quiet scenes of the 
rillage or fan111. During the sir aeeks' encanlplnent at Sashville 
and Xi11 Cl-eek. eleren Inen of Co. C died and thirteen were dis- 
charged for disability : and of C0.E: ten died and ten TI-ere discharged 
for disabilitj. Halves and Dal-is: of Co. C: resigned on account of 
sickness. and T. D. Krger and IT. R. Lam-rence rrere promoted to 
the racancies. Lieut. Blosser: of Co. E. resigned: and one Presson 
ads promoted from another compan;r to fill the yacancr. Less than 
three months had elapsed: ancl the t a o  co~npanies hail lost fifty-four 
men. 

On the 26th of December the camp at Mill Creek I n s  broken, . 

and the march for Nurfieesboro' rras begun in further pursuit of 
Bragg. wliu had greatly reinforced his .arm;r. On the 30th the 
ricinit~ of ?6urfreesboro8 nas  reached. a d  alnlost imnlediatelr s&- 
mishing began. This was a most hotlr contestecl field, in rrhich, 
honerer. the Federal troops prored rictorious. The 'i3d lost in 

J. A 

this severel?. and the two companies from Vermilion rrere sufferers. 
John D:e and James Yoho being killed. Lieut. Larrrence and Daniel 
La~cot t  taken prisoner, and George Pierce severely xounded. 
Ro~ecrans nae proud of this r i c t o r ~  and of the men under his corn- 
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mand, and made a special order providing for a roll of honor, to be 
composed of one name from every company, to be selected by the 
members of the company. Co. C selected Sergt. Wm. H. Nemlin. 

In June our regiment came in contact with the ~ b e l s  at a point 
near Fairfield, and Alexander Nicholson, of CO. C, was wounded, 
August, Capt. McNutt resigned, and Lieut. Kyger was promoted 
captain? Second Lieut. Lawrence to 6rst lieutenant, and David 
Smith succeeded to the second lieutenancy. Lieut. La~~rence had 
returned in May after a five months' absence in Libby Prison. 

On the 10th of September the army again advanced toward Chat- 
tanooga, to dislodge Bragg froin that position. I n  the many engage- 
ments in the vicinity of Chattanooga the 73d took active part, but 
in the one at Crawfish Springs, on the 20th of September, the bri- 
gade to which the 73d belonged played a most ilnportant part, and 
displayed a degree of bravery seldom equaled ; contending with 
and holding in check the massed columns of the rebels at a most 
critical moment. Cos. E and C suffered severely. , Sergt. John 
Lewis, of C, and color bearer, fell, but held the flag aloft. It vas 
taken by Corp. Austin Henderson, of Co. C, but he carried it onlr 
a few steps, when he was wounded. Each of the color-guard, 'who 
took the flag, was either almost instantly killed or wounded. In 
this engagement at  least a fourth of the brigade had been left on 
the field, either dead, wounded or prisoners. Lieut. D. A. Smith, 
Artemus Terrell and Enoch Smith, of Co. C, were killed. Lieut. 
Lawrence, Sergts. John Lewis and Wm. Sheets, Corp. Henderson, 
privates John. Burk, Sa~nuel Hemit, John Bostwick. Henderson 
Goodwine and H: C. Henderson were wounded. Sergt. W. H. 
Newlin, Enoch Brown, W. F. Ellis and John Thornton were, taken 
prisoners. All of these prisoners, except Newlin, died at Anderson- 
ville prison? Newlin mas taken to Danville, Virginia, and about six 
months later made his escape to the Union lines. Of those of Coo 

L 

C who went into this battle, more than one-third were killed, 
wounded or captured. Co. E lost Wm. C. McCov L/ killed, and H. 
Neville, wounded. The activity of battle was not the only hard- 
ship our heroes had to bear, for at  this time, on account ,of scarcity 
of rations, and the long continued foraging b y  both armies on the 
surrounding country, the soldiers were not only often hungry but 
in Inany cases half starved. On the 24th of October Lieut. Lawrence 
resigned, leaving Capt. Iiyger the only commissioned officer in the 
company. 

* Sergt. Newlin, some years ago, published a very interesting narrative of his 
escape. 
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In November the fights of Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge 
took place, and as usual the 73d was in front. The flag of the 13d 
again fell from the hands of the new color-bearer Harty, to be 
snatched up by Kyger, and by him and Harty, who had risen, was 
one of the first planted on the heights of the mountain. I n  this 
qdgement Steplien Newlin and Nathaniel Henderson, of Go.. C, 
and Wm. Ixickman, of E, were wounded. I n  March the 73d inarched 
to clerelana, Tenn., where it rema,ined in camp until called into the 
Atlanta carnpaig11. The rnovelnent of Sherman's army on the mem- 
orable calnpaigll began with the month of Nay, 1864,- and that 
 art t,o which the 73d belonged broke camp at Cleveland on the 
3d of that month. I t  is safe to say that from this date unt.il Sep- 
tember 4, the T3d mas under fire eight days-out of ten, Sundays 
not excepted. I t  was a continuous fight froni Caloosa Springs to 
Lorejoy St,ation. During the Stlanta campaign, and until the end 
of the war, the i3d was in the 1st brigade 2d division and 4th Armv 
Corps. I n  the battles of Buzza,rd Roost, Dalton a,nd Resaca, the 
regiment was engaged and suffered some loss. A t  Burnt Hickory, 
Dallas and Yew Hope Church, the regiment was also engaged. The 
a,ctions at Eig Shanty Pine and Lost AIountains, brought the regi- 
ment by the middle of June in full view of Igenesaw 3Iounta.in. The 
enemy's works at this place were cerF strong, and m-ell-nigh im- 
pregnable ; but when the order came to advance and take them, 
the lines swept forward and occupied them with comparative ease, 
but just as the federal soldiers mere fairly in possession: t,he rebels 
nere strongly reinforced, and the-Union forces: embracing the 734  
fell back to their original position. In this engagement, tllough 
this regiment was in the line of the heaviest firing, but being on 
the lowest part of the ground, the shots from the enemy passed 
harmlesslr over their heads. On the 17th of July the regiment 
crossed the Chattahoocllee R i ~ e r ,  and on the 20th was en@ged in 
the battle of Peach Tree Creek. In  this ba,ttle the f 3 d  occupied 
a very dangerous position, and did most splendid executio~~, having 
but cine man killed and a dozen slightly wounded. S h o r t l ~  after 
this the army had settled down in front of Atlanta. After the 
capture of Atlanta, a siege of six weeks, the army marched toward 
Chattanooga, arriving there about the 30th of September. From 
Chattanooga the line of march lay through Huntsville and Linnville, 
arriving in due time at Pulaski, where the skirmishers began to 
come in contact with those of Hood's army. I n  the ticinity of 
Qolumbia t,he 73d tool; an active part, in one instance sustaining the 
shock of cavalry. This was about the 24th to 28th of November. 
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All the way to Columbia, whither the Union forces were retiring 
9 

followed closely by Hood and his army, there was continual ~ ~ b ~ -  
iug, in which the 73d was almost constantly engaged. This 
the last stand of any consequence made by the rebels in Tennessee. 
It was an obstinately contested field, and seemed to be the 

. tion of the last hope of the rebels to maintain their cause in this 
part of the country. The hardships endured by Thomas' army in 
the last few days of this struggle were extreme, bnt not more so in 

*the actual conflict than in the forced marches, hunger and loss of 

sleep; and to accord equal bravery and endurance to the 73d, is 
only to repeat what has already been written by some of the most 
critical historians of the country. A few days later the regiment 
made, in the assault on the enemy at Harpeth Hill, in the vicinity 
of Nashville, their last ellarge, which proved to be one of the most 
splendid in their experience. As if indicating that the 73d had 
reaped sufficient glory, the remnants of the rebel army withdrew 
from Tennessee, and ieft our heroes in possession of the state and 
twelve or fifteen thousand prisoners. 

The Union army marched now to Huntsville, Alabama, arriring 
there on the 5th of January, IS65 ; the 73d remaining here until 
the 28th of March, at which time it left by railroad for East Ten- 
nessee. While encamped near Blue Springs the war closed, and 
the regiment was ordered to Nashville, where, on the 12th of June, 
it was mustered out, and in a few days started for Springfield, 
going on the same train with the 79th Ill. Two trains conceyed 
the 73d as it was going to the theater of war; the war over, one 
train, no larger than either of the two mentioned, conveyed both 
the regiments from Nashville to Springfield, indicating that the 
hardships of army life had dealt severely with their ranks. at 

~ ~ r i n ~ f i e l d  the boys received their final pay and discharges, and 
dispersed to their'several homes, having been absent from the county 
within a few days of three years. The heroic dead of this regiment, 
whose absence was most notable on the home trip, lie buried, some 
in graves dug by friendly hands ; but were tolnbstones erected for 
those whose bodies were hastily pushed into the unwelcome soil 
of Kentucky and Tennessee, they wouid almost be equivalent to 
the milestones to ma& the road of the army through the country, 
which they fought to retain in the Union. Twenty-six men of the 
13d were made prisoners, and of these sixteen died of hunger and 
ill-treatment. Of the keepers of these last, as did Jefferson on the 
subject of slavery, so say we : "We tremble" for them, ''when we 
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consider that God is just, and that his vengeance will not sleep 
forever. " 

THIRTY-FIFTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS INFANTRY. 

This regiment, nearly five companies of which were from Ver- 
milion county, was organized at Decatur on the 3d of July, 1861, 
and was one of the cery first to go forward to defend the country 

the rebel hordes who were not only threatening the life of the 
but whose grasp seemed to be already encircling it. 

Companies D, E, F and I were almost wholly from this county, 
and also a large number of Co. A, the last named beingunder the 

of Capt. Philip D. Ham~nond,  of Danville. Co. D was 
raised in Catlin, and had for its officers William R. Timmons, cap- 
tain; U. J. Fox, first lieutenant, and Jdsiah Timmons, second lieu- 
tenant. Co. ,E was officered by William L. Oliver, L. J. Eyman, 
2nd George C. Maxon, captain, first and second lieutenants, respect- 
ively. This company was raised in the tow~lships of Georgetown 
and Carroll. Co. F was a Danville company, and had for captain, 
A. C. Iieys; first lieutenant, John Q. A. Luddington, and second 
lieutellant, J. M. Sinks. Co. I was raised in  the vicinity of Catlin 
aad Fairlxount. Of this company, A. B. B. Lewis was elected cap- 
tain; Joseph Truax, first, and Joseph F. Clise, second lieutenant. 

In the organization. of the regiment, W. P. Chandler, of Dan- 
ville, was elected lieutenant-colonel ; and, by  the disabling of Col. 
Smith at the battle of Pea  Ridge, Col. Chandler was put in command, 
and mas afterward promoted to the oflice. 

On the 23d of July the regiment was accepted as Colonel G. A. 
Smith's Independent Eegiincnt of Illinois Volunteers, and on the 
4th of August left Decatur for the theatre of war. Tlie regiment 
arrived at Jeff'erson barracks, 3lissouri, tlie next day, where it re- 
mained cne meek, and then rclnoved to Marine Hospital, St. Louis, 
where it was mustered into service. On the 5th of September it  
was transported by rail to Jefferson City, &Iissouri. a.nd from thence, 
on the 15th of October, to Sedalia, to join Gen. Sigel's advance on 
Springfield, arriving at that point on the 26th of October. From 
November 13 to 19 the regiment was on the march from Springfield 
to Eolla. From January 24, 1862, the army to which the 35th 
was attached was in pursuit of Gen. Price, gnii here our regiment 
began to experience a taste of real war. At the memorable battle 
of Pea Ridge the regiment took active part, and lost in  killed and 
wounded a number of its bravest men, among the wounded being 
Col- Smith. A t  the siege of Corinth the regiment took an impor- 
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tant part, and was at  that upon its evacuation on the 30th ,,f 
May. At Perryville and Stone River the regirnent was also en- 

wed, at  the latter place losing heavily in killed and wounded. gab 
This was during the first three days of January, 1863. The regi- 
ment was the first on the south side of the Tennessee River, crossing 
that stream on the 28th of August. At  the battle of Chickamauga, 
September 20, the regiment was engaged, and again suffered severely. 
By the 22d of September the reginlent was at  Chattanooga. 

In the battle of Mission Ridge, on Xovember 1,3-5, the regiment 
was placed in a most dangerous and important position, being in 
the front line? and displayed great valor and coolness? being led to 
within twenty steps of the rebel works on the crest of the hill. In 
the assault all of the Color-guard were shot down, and Col. Chand- 
ler carried the flag into the enemy's works, followed by his men. 
By December 7 the regiment wa,s at Knoxville, from which point it 
was sent on various inlportant a,nd clangerous expeditions. The 
regiment was assigned to duty next in the At'lauta campaign, and to 
recount all of the incidents, skirnlishes and fights in which the 35th 
took part would be only to repeat w-hat has been said over  and over 
in regard to other regiments. The reader will simply turn to the 
story as related elsewhere, and appropriate i t  here. Suffice it to 
say that at Rocky Face, Resaca, Dallas, Mud Creek ancl Iieunesw 
the regiment was fully tested in coolness and bravery, and never 
disappointed its commanders. On the 31st of August the regiment 
started to Springfield, Illinois, where it was ~nustered out on the 
27th of September, 1864. 

ONE HUNDRED AND T1VEKTl'-FIFTH REGI3IENT. 

CONTRIBUTED BY COL. Ti-ILLIA31 lI;lS3i. 

The 125th Beg. Ill. TTol. was raised under the call by President 
Lincoln, and was organized and mustered into the service of the 
United States on the 3d of September, 1862, at Danville, Illinois. 
It was composed of seven companies (A: B, C, D, G, I, K) from 
Vermilion, and three companies (E, F and H) from Champaign. 

The regiment was organized by the selection of the following 
officers : Oscar F. Harmon, Danville, colonel ; James W. Langley, 
Champaign, lieutenant-colonel-; John B. Lee, Catlin, major ; Wm- 
Mann, Danville, adjutant; Levi W. Sanders, chaplain, and J o b  
McElroy, surgeon. The principal officers of Co. A, as organized, 
were : Clark Ralston, captain ; Jackson Charles, first lieutenant, and 
Harrison Low, second lieutenant. Of Co. B, Eobert Steward wa 
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,pin; William R. Wilson, first, and S. D. Conover, second lieu- 
te,mt. Of Co. C, William W. Fellows was captain ; Alexander 
pouOCk, first lieutenant, and James D. New, second. Co. D had 
for captain, George W. Galloway; James B. Stevens, first, and 
John L. Jones, second lieutenant. John 11. Gass was captain of 
cc. G, Ephraim 8. ITowells, first, and Josiah Lee, second lieutenant. 
co. I was oflicered by Levin Vinson, John E. Vinson and Stephen . . . 

Brothers as capta,in, first iutd second lieutenants, respectively. The 
of Co. K were : George W. Cook, cnpta.in ; Oliver P. ITuilt,, 

first lieutenant, and Joseph F. Crosby, second. 
Immediately on its being received into the service, it was sent 

to Cincinnati, where it  was placed in the fortifications around 
Co=ngton, Kentucky, but was in n few d;~-j--s sent to Louisville, 
Kentucky, wllich at that time was threatened by ' Bragg, and up- 
on his retreat was connected wit1h the pnrsuing forces, and received 
its Libaptism of fire" a,t the bitt,tle of Perryville, Icentucky, assist- 
ing in driving the rebel ariliy out of the state. After the battle above 
named it took up the line of march for Nashville, Tennessee, which 
will long be remembered by its members as being the most severe 
campaign of their service, owing to their inexperience in such duties, 
and many of the regiment contracted diseases that resulted in death 
or complete disability. During t.he minter following the regiment 
did duty in the fortifications, and on patrol and picket service in and 
around the city. Owing to the ignorance of camp life and the scar- 
city of supplies, this period was more disast.rous to the organization 
than any of its subsequent battles. Severe picket duty, tiresome 
drills, and the dull routine of camp life, made up the sum of the - 
regiment's duties until they were ordered to report to Gen. Rose- 
cans, who was about to take up the gauntlet thrown down by Eragg 
at Chattanooga. 

Proceeding by a circuitous route through western Tennessee and 
northern Alabama, driving the enemy at  Roule z~nd other minor 
points, the brigade to which the regiment belonged, then connected 
~ t h  Gen. Gordon Granger's Reserve Corps, the colnlnand found it- 
self in position in front of the enemy on the e re  of what proved to 
bea disastrous battle to the federal forces, the day of Chickamauga. 
In that battle-the 125th took a, prominent part, by defending and 
holding positions of importance. On- the retirement of nosecrans 
to Chattanooga after his comparative defeat, the brigade, then com- 
manded by Col. Dan. McCook, was placed to defend Eossrille Gap, 
an important pass, while Gen. Thomas collected t.lle remnants of the 

to resist the farther advance of the victorious foe. In the 
E 
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defense of this important position the regiment was under a severe 
fire, and met with loss; but held its ground through the day, and 
checked the enemy in its front. After nightfall it was ordered to 
retire, and was atnong the last to leave the field, marching to chat 
tanooga, where it took part within the fortifications, and awaited the 
approach of the enemy. Here it remained until it was deterdined 

' - that Bragg did not intend to push his successes farther, when the 
regiment was sent to a point up the Tennessee River known as 

Caldwell's Ford," at the mouth of Chickanlauga Creek. Here it 
experienced an incident which was one of the most startling and trv- 
ing of its career. The camp was pitched about one half mile ba& 
from the river, on the hillside, an exposed position, but rendered 
necessary by the nature of the ground. On the opposite side of the 
river was a rebel picket post, and a hill of some dimensions. The 
opportunity to attack was deemed so favorable by the rebels, that, 
on the night of the 16th of November, 1868, they placed a heavy * 

battery of eight guns in position. and at  the break of day opened 
fire on the camp. The bursting of shells and the crack of solid shot * 

tlirough the tents was the first soulid heard by the com~nand in the 
morning. I t  was truly a g a n d  reveille, and certainly the men 
never responded more quickly than they did on tliat memorable 
morning to roll-call. Anlid the tl~under of the rebel C guns, and the 
quick and gallant response of our own battery (two guus placed to 
assist the regiment), the command was formed in line of battle, es- 
pecting the river to be crossed and the camp attacked. The execu- 
tion of our guns, however, soon informed the enemy that they had 

'undertaken a diacult task, and, as was afterward learned, fin@ 
that they were experiencing loss, retired. The only loss sustained 
by the regiment was the death of the chaplain, Levi W. Sanders, 
who was struck by a round shot in the head and instantly killed. 

At Caldwell's Ford the regiment remained until the advance 
made which culminated in the battle of Mission Ridge, and the d@ 
feat of the enemy. I n  this battle it did not take an active part until 
the enemy was in full retseat, assisting in driving him beyond reach. 
Learning of the threatened attack of Knoxville by a portion of the 

forces from the eastern army, it was sent to the relief of that PO& 
Accomplishing that object, it returned and went into camp on Chick- 
amauga Creek, at a place known as Lee and Gordon Nills, ~ e o r @ *  
Here it awaited the reorganization of the army, and was placed in 
the 3d brigade, 3d division of the 14th Army Corps, Gen.' Jeff- Ca 
Davis, commanding. And now commenced the most vigorous part 
of the regiment's career, (?Q the adva~ce  of the grand On 
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what is known as the "Atlanta campaign," it  was under fire many 
times, and participated in several battles in approaching that city. 
In the battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Tennessee, 
and other engagements, the regiment suffered secerely, and at the 
end of that campaign nearly or quite one half of the command that 
entered upon it  were numbered among the dead or wounded. ~t 
&mesaw Mountain, on the fatal 97th of June, 1864, it lost one half 
of the command. Just previous to the order to charge being given, 
the regiment mustered two hundred and forty guns. After the 
~harge, and when the list was made of the casualties, it mas found 
that over one half had been killed or wounded. Here fell Col. Har- 
mon, Capt. Fellows, Capt. Lee, Lieut. McLean, and many a brave . - 

private, whose names are embalmed in tlie hearts of friends, and 
referred to with sa,dness after a lapse of fifteen yea,rs. Col. Harmon 
had been chiefly instrumental in .raising the regiment. He  had left 
honors and a lucrative profession at home, to respond to his coun- 
try's call, and gave his life in its defense. His name will be remein- 
bered so long as a member of the command lives, and venerated by 
them. 

This canlpaign ended in the battle of Jonesborough, in which 
the reginlent suffered severe loss, as they did at Peach Tree Creek, 
and the subsequent capture of Atlanta. 

At Atlanta a reorganization of the a.rrny occurred, and the con- I 

eoetion of the great campaign known in history as the ' March- to 
the Sea," under Sherman. With that army the regiment took up 
the line of ~narch toward the coast, and wit.hout a.ny startling inci- 
dent aside from skirmishes, etc., reached Savannah about the 20th 
of December, 1864,; and participated in the honor attending thc cap- 
ture of that important post. I t  lost many men in this campaign, 
through capture, sickness, etc. Crossing the Savarlnah at Sister's 
Ferry, at the cornmencement of the campaign -which culminated in 
the surrender of the Confederate forces and the suppression of the 
great rebellion, after the evacuation of Richmond, it advanced with 
the left wing of the armv and participated in its last battle at Ben- 
ton~ille, a small town in North Carolinn, losiilg quite heavily. On 
the surrender of Johnston it marchect to Washingtou. where it re- 
mained several meek, knd was the11 sent to Chicago, where it was 
mustered out, paid and discharged from the se r~ ice  of the United 
States after nearly three yeal-s of active service? with hardly one-half' 
of those who had started with it from Dsnville remaining. Many 
had died or had been killed in action, others had been disctlarged 
fmm disability arising froin wounds or diseases contracted by expo- 
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sure and the severity of campaign life, and a few, a very few, had ] 
been lost by desertion. And thus ended the- services of the 125th 
regiment Illinois Volunteers in the " Great Rebellion." 

I 

THE PRESS. 

The Illinois Printing Company was organized under the laws of 
the state, in July, 1874, with a capital stock of $50,000. It  haibeen 
prosperous from the beginning, and, by fair dealing and energetic 
effort, has won for itself a large trade in Illinois and adjoining sthtees, 
and a reputsttion which places it among the first-class printing 2nd , 
blank-book rnanufiacturing establishments in the state. The cGm- 
pany occupy six rooms, 50 x 100 feet, all of which are filled with 
the best class of printing and book-binding L material, machinery and 
merchandise adapted to the trade in which it is engaged. The Illi- 
nois Printing Company was organized when the times were very 
hard and money scarce. Its rapid and healthy growth has been a 
matter of surprise to its competitors and wonder to all who are 
acquainted with its history. I t  now has an acquaintance and h a n -  
cia1 standing in coln~nercial circles which enables it to buy goods at 
the lowest cash figures, thereby making it possible to conipete with 
the best houses in the country. About forty hands have constant 
employment at this establishnlent, at the highest ruling wages. The 
conlpany eipects to manufacture $100,000 wort11 of goods this year, 
and -find a keady sale for them 

The Danville iVe.zus was es- 
tablished in Octaber, 187.3, and 
in July, 1874 passed under the 
control of the Printing 
Company, under which manage- 
ment it still remains. The Ne?os 
has had a. steady and healthy 
growth of circulation and influ- 
ence, and ranks in all respects 
with the best newspapers in the 
country. The weekly edition 
is a handsome quarto of forty- 

DAILY NEWS BUILDING. 
eight columns.. The daily edi- 
tion was established on the 13th of October, 1876, at the ear- . 

' nest solicitation of the enterprising citizens of Danville, d o  
desired a morning daily which would give them the latest news in- 
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the famous and critical presidential contest. The DaiZy Nezos has 
taken the pressdispatches fiom the first, and at once gained a large 

in the city and a compass of many miles, which has 
increased steadily to the present time. With every facility for local 
and general news- a telegraph oEce being in the editor's room; 
a diligent and experienced corps of assistants, the best newspaper 
library to be found in eastern Illinois, the most careful business 
management? and a constantly increasing patronage, the weekly and 

News has a bright &nd promising outlook for the future. 
- d 

George W. Flynn, president and manager, was born on the 25th 
of august, lS2S, at Bainbridge, Chenango county, New TO&. H e  
came to Illinois in May, 1849, and was for several years prominently 
connected with the Urbana Union, Urbana, being a portion of the 
time sole editor and proprietor; also of the Gazette and Enion, 
Champaign, and of the Cham;oaign County Gazette. He did faithful 
dutv during the war of the rebellion, giving three years' active ser- rice a~ adjutant of the 25th rl1. Inf. After leaving the army he 
became the senior member of the firm of G.W. Flynn &- Co., job 
printers and bookbinders, Urbana, Illinois, retaining the position 
nntil his removal to Danville, Illinois, in 18.74. He  was the first to 
move in the organization of the Illinois Printing Company, and has 
held the positions of president, manager and director ever since the 
date of its incorporation. 

William Ray Jewell, vice-president and editor, was born in Spen- 
cer county, Kentucky, August 7,1S37, and removed with his father's 
famil?, in boyhood, to Sullivan county, Indiana, settling twenty 
miles south of Terre Haute. H e  worked on a farm until fifteen 
years of age, when he entered the printing office of the Wabash 
Courier at Terre Haute, where he learned the printing business. 
He worked his way in the printing office through Noses Soule's 
select school in Terre Haute, read law under the h d  assistance of 
Henry Mnsgrove and .Hen. R. W. Thompson, and subsequently 
entered and graduated fi-om the Northwestern Christian University, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, now Butler Unirersity. For some years he 
was an active and successful preacher of the Christian church. H e  
served in the war of 1561-5, as lieutenant of Co. G, 7" Ind. Inf. 
Being discharged on account of sickness, he was soon recommis- 
sioned as captain by Gor. Morton, and assigned to the recruiting 
service of the state, but soon accepted a call to the 7th Ind. Inf. as 
their chaplain, with which regiment he mas mustered out of the ser- 
vice at the expiration of the term of enlistment. Mr. Jewell removed 
fmm La Fayette, Indiana, to Dand le ,  Illinois, in Norember, 1873, 
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being one of the founders of the News, and one of the original in. 
corporators. of the Illinois Printing Company. He has held the 

- - 
position of vice-president and editor since July, 1875. 

Joseph H. Woodmansee, secretary and treasurer, mas born in 
Butler county, Ohio, March 24, 1830. At the age of seventeen he 
went to Cincinnati, where he learned the trade of machinist, and 

, - 

remained in the city until 1854, when he was married to Susan ad. 1 
Hdrr, and soon after removed to Paris, Illinois. In 1856 he Ip 1 
moved to Urbana, Illinois, and in august, 1862, enlisted in Co. G, i 
76th Reg. Ill. Vol., and was honorably discharged at New Orleans, ' 

in June, 1865. In  1871 h e  was appointed assistant assessor of in- 
ternal revenue, which position he held until the oftice was abolished. 
I n  1-813 he became a member of the firm of G. W. F l p n  & Co., 
printers and blank book makers, and in September, 1874, remured 
to Danville, Illinois, with the printing office, which was inco~porat~d 
into the Illinois Printing Company. At the first meeting of the 
directors of said company he was elected secretary and treasurer, 
which office he still occupies. 

The Danville Daily and Weekly Times, edited and published b y ,  
A. G. Smith, is a paper that is widely copied from, and its editorials 
are often repeated by the press of the state. It is independent re- 
publican in politics, and is noted for the freedom with which it dig- 
cusses popular questions., A t  times it has enjoyed a larger patronage 
than was ever accorded to any other Danville newspaper. The Times 
was founded in February, 1868, and has had no change in proprietor- 
ship. 

The Danville Weekly Post was established in the city of Dandle, 
Vermilion county, Illinois, in June, 1878, by Messrs. Jacobs & 
Thompson. I t  is the only democratic paper in the camty, sic! has 
quite an extensive circulation. It is recognized as one of the leading 
journals of 3he state printed outside.the cities, and is perfectly relia- 
ble. It is an eight-column quarto, neatly printed ; subscription price, 
$1.50 per year. Messrs. Jacobs & Thompson, the edi t~rs  and pro- 
prietors, are both young men, but have had several years' experience ' 
in the newspaper business.  hey‘ were the founders and publishers 
of the Chrisman (Illinois) Leade~; and were running that paper pre- 
vious. to their removal to Danville. They are probably the youngest 
newspaper men in the state. The junior member of the firm,-Nro 
Thompson,- has always taken a very active part in polities, and 
seems to be somewhat 0f.a favorite anlong leading politicians through- 
out this part of the state. 

The Danville Weekly C'ornme~ciul, the oldest newspaper now 
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(J 
nly., 1879,) published in Vermilion county, was established by the 

. banking real-estate firm of Short &. Wright, and the first number 
on the 5th of April, 1866, under the editorial charge of P. D.- 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d .  The paper was originally published in quarto form, 
eight colunlns to the page. An A. B. Taylor cylinder press, the 
first ,tower press ever set up in the county, was used in printing it. 

ln with the newspaper department, the presses and mate- 
rial necessar? to a first-class job printing office were added, the whole 
forming an cst.ablishment rarely to be found in a city of the size of 
Danyille. at that date. The Cornrnerciab has been a firm and consist- 
ent advocate of the principles held by the republican party, though 
oftentimes criticising methods and Inen of its party ; has advocated 
and still advocates the cause of temperance and prohibition of the 
liquor trafic ; favored the cause of education ; shown itself the friend 

good morals and religion, and been foremost in favoring such 
measures of public policy as have added immensely to the growth 
and prosperity of Danville and Vermilion county. On the 10th of 
October, 1867, Mr. J. G. Kingsbury became the edit,o~ial associate of 
Nr. Hammond, the latter still remaining the managing editor. At 
the same date Mr.Wright retired from the firm of Short & Wright, 
as proprietors, and was succeeded by Abraham Sandusky and An- 
drew Gundy. old residents of the county, the proprietorship becom- 
ine cI merged in the firm of John C. Short cE- Co. 

On the 12th of December, 1S6?, the proprietors of the  Comnm- 
cia1 purchased the stock: material and good will of the Danville - 

Plaindealer, and merged the latter journal with the former under 
the name of the Danville ~ommercial and PI~indeaJer.  Under the '3 

consolidation Col. R. H. Johnson, late editor of the Plaindealer, be: 
came associat,e editor with JbIessrs. Hammond and Kingsbury. With 
the second number, issued in 1868, the paper was enlarged to a nine- 
column folio. With the issue of May 14, 1868, YPlaindenler ? '  was 
dropped from the title, and the original name of the paper was re- 
snmed. With the issue of the Conzlnercial of September 17, lS6S, 
Nr- D. Hammond retired from editorial connection with it, in 
order to assume editorial charge of the Lafayette (Ind.) Jou~anal. 
Upon this change Mr. J. G. Kingsbury became managing editor, Col. 
Johnson remaining associate editor, a position he continued to fill 
until the 35th of March, 1869. Wit,h the issue of the CommrciaZ oi . 

*Wst 5, 1869, it was announced that Jesse Harper, late of Williams- 
Port, Indiana, had purchased an interest in the paper. On the 14th day 
of July, 18.73, Jesse Harper retired from all editorial connection with, 
and proprietorship of, the Co~nnzt.rcial, having sold his interest to A. 
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Harper, his nephew, and brother of 0. E. Harper, who became pub 
lishers under the firm name of Harper Brothers. From this date 
until November 20 of the same year the editorial work of the paper 
was performed by 0. E. Harper and Maj. E. A. Routhe. On the 
latter date Mr. Park T. Martin, of Shelbyville, Illinois, announced 
through the columns of the Qorn.mercia2 that he had purchased the 
sole .remaining interest of John C. Short dk Go., and that he had 
assumed the editorship from that date, and that the business of the 
office would be conducted under the firm name of Harpers $Martin, 
Maj. Bouthe was continued on the paper as associate editor. 

I n  the early spring of 1874 Mr.S. H. Huber purchased an interest 
in the paper, an additional amount of capital was furnished, and the 
partnership was merged into a joint stock company under the general 
incorporation law of the state, with the corporate name The Corn- 
mercial Company of Danville, Illinois." The authorized capital mas 
$15,000, of which $11,800 was paid up, and divided in nearly equal 
proportions between the four incorporators : 0. E. Harper, A. Har- 
per, Park T. Martin and S. H. Huber. The company was organized 
by the election of A. Harper as president, and Park T. Martin as 
secretary and business manager. The latter was continued as man- 
aging editor, a position still held by him. With the increase of 
capital great improvements were made in the office, the old hand- 
power press giving place to a fine Chicago Taylor cylinder, with 
steam for the motive power, being the first newspaper press in the 
city run by steam. B t  the same time the paper was enlarged and 
changed to a six-column quarto in'form. In  March, 1876, 0. E. 
Harper disposed of his Commercial stock to R. C. Holton, when the 
latter became superintendent of the mechanical department of the 
Commercial, a position he still holds. In February, 1877, Messrs. 
Huber and Martin disposed of their stock to their associates, and 
Mr. Ruber retired from all connection with the office, in order to 
enter the ministry of the M. E. church. I n  August, 1878, Mr. A. J. 
Adams, for some years connected with the business management of 
the Danville Times, purchaseti stock and became business manager 
of the Commwciul company, a position he has since held. On the 
10th of September, lS78, the first number of the Daily Duf~vib 
Corn?rte?.cial was issued, and the ~nblication has been continued 
without intermission as an evening paper since, with a continually 
increasing list of subscribers, and at this writing, July, 1879, the 
business of the ~'omme~cial company in all its departments is in an 
encouragingly prosperous condition. 
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